
Campus Safety and Security Task Force 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 4, 2014, 2 p.m. 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Chancellor Glen D. Johnson welcomed attendees, including 
Chris Basco, University of Science and Arts Oklahoma; Cheryl Evans, Northern Oklahoma College; 
Janet Cunningham, Northwestern Oklahoma State University; Mike Templeman, Rose State 
College; Jeff Harp, University of Central Oklahoma; Bruce DeMuth, Pioneer Technology Center; 
Natasha Billie, Langston University; Keli Cain, Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management; 
Steve Turner, Northeastern State University; Lee Bird, Oklahoma State University; Kim Edd Carter, 
Oklahoma Department of Homeland Security; Phil Holley, Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University; Dane Libart, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services; 
Bob Hendricks, Carl Albert State College; Lisa Teel, University of Oklahoma; Larry Rice, Rogers 
State University; Roger Webb, task force consultant; and Bob Anthony, Hollye Hunt, Blake 
Sonobe, Angela Caddell and Sarah VanSant, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. 
 
APPROVAL OF APRIL 2 MEETING MINUTES: Johnson asked task force members to review the 
minutes of the April 2, 2014 meeting. Lee Bird made a motion to approve. Bruce DeMuth 
seconded. The minutes were approved by a voice vote. 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Hollye Hunt gave an overview of legislation related to guns on campus, 
including HJR 1026. She explained the bill did not advance out of conference committee and will 
not appear on this year’s ballot. She distributed a list of legislators who supported higher 
education’s efforts to maintain current law prohibiting guns on campuses and encouraged the 
council to thank them directly. Hunt noted that she will monitor any interim studies and keep the 
group informed. 
 
Hunt emphasized the need to be prepared for stronger opposition next year, and suggested 
involving law enforcement to strengthen support for our position. She also mentioned reaching out 
to municipal groups (e.g. City of Oklahoma City), and DeMuth asked if there is value in engaging 
K-12 school/educational associations, such as the Cooperative Council for School Administration 
(CCOSA), to support higher education’s position. Chancellor Johnson agreed there is merit in 
involving those audiences. 
 
Steve Turner asked if it would be feasible to use the summit as a launching point to broaden higher 
education’s coalition against guns on campus, and recommended the summit include a session 
focused on legislative efforts. All agreed. 
 
Angela Caddell explained that as a next step, the Issue Monitoring, Advocacy and Research 
workgroup will meet to brainstorm a comprehensive list of groups and organizations the task force 
can mobilize to support higher education’s efforts to keep guns off college, university and 
technology center campuses.  
 
WORKGROUP REPORTS: Chancellor Johnson asked for workgroup reports. 
 

Campus Best Practices (Lee Bird, Chair): Bird announced that the online resource repository 
is now live and available to campus personnel through the task force website. The workgroup 
will meet over the summer to determine its next steps, which may include collaborating with the 
Training and Plan Development workgroup to facilitate training opportunities for campuses. 
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Issue Monitoring, Advocacy and Research (Larry Rice, Chair): Rice noted that the 
workgroup will support Hunt’s efforts to monitor any interim studies related to guns on campus, 
and restated the planned focus on building a wider coalition to support higher education’s 
position next year and beyond.  
 
Training and Plan Development (Albert Ashwood, Chair): Caddell provided the workgroup 
report on Ashwood’s behalf. She announced that there was 100 percent participation in the 
recent campus training needs survey. She discussed the survey outcomes and distributed a list 
of the priority topics identified by the campuses in eight core areas of safety and security 
planning: 

o Hazard Mitigation: Vulnerability Assessments 
o Prevention: Campus Security and Law Enforcement Operations 
o Preparedness: Employee and Student Emergency Preparedness Training 
o Response: Crisis Communication 
o Recovery: Damage Assessments 
o Student Issues: Hazard/Threat Mass Notification  
o Public Health and Mental Health: Early Recognition and Referral to Treatment 

(such as Mental Health First Aid) 
o Community Issues and Public Events: Public Sheltering in Severe Weather Events 

 
Caddell explained that many of the campus training priorities align with potential content 
strands the task force has discussed for the upcoming statewide summit. She indicated that as 
a next step, the workgroup will assign a facilitator(s) to work in partnership with task force 
members and appropriate agencies - such as the Department of Emergency Management, 
Department of Homeland Security, and Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Services – to identify and/or develop campus training opportunities in the assigned subject 
areas.  Caddell invited any task force members with specialized expertise in or a passion for 
any of the key training topics to contact her about joining the facilitation team.  

 
2014 STATEWIDE SUMMIT: Caddell reminded the task force that Chancellor Johnson issued a 
save-the-date for the summit, which will be held Wednesday, Oct. 29 at the Reed Center in 
Midwest City. She noted that the summit will be developed in partnership with the City of Midwest 
City, the Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism and Rose State College, and that the 
partners would hold their initial planning meeting June 17. Caddell restated that four general topic 
tracks had been identified in preliminary discussions about the summit: social media issues, mental 
health services, threat assessment, and weather hazards. She also mentioned that a live exercise 
of some kind may be considered.  
 
Chancellor Johnson asked the task force to consider who should be invited to the summit. Bird 
suggested encouraging each campus president or superintendent to bring a staff team. Phil Holley 
asked if students should be included. Turner recommended inviting collegiate program officers and 
student leaders.  
 
Members discussed the pros and cons of opening up the conference to out of state attendees. 
Evans recommended limiting attendance to Oklahomans this year, since this will be the first 
summit of its kind in seven years; several others agreed. Both she and DeMuth encouraged 
engagement of out-of-state speakers, however, to share different perspectives with respect to 
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campus best practices and lessons learned. Lisa Teel suggested reaching out to the emergency 
manager at the University of California at Santa Barbara, who could speak about the recent 
campus shooting. Rice mentioned a recent presentation given by East Central University president 
John Hargrave outlining ECU’s experiences following an off-campus student shooting last year. 
Turner mentioned including a historical perspective, such as information about the anniversary of 
the campus shooting at the University of Texas and other milestone events. Chancellor Johnson 
asked the task force to continue brainstorming potential speakers and pass along any other 
recommendations. 
 
Chancellor Johnson asked for additional suggestions about summit content. Evans stated that the 
recent campus training needs survey results would serve as a helpful guide for developing 
breakout sessions. Dane Libart asked if adding a day-long mental health training would be viable.  
 
Holley asked if the planning team would ensure that participating speakers support the task force 
position on guns on campus.  Chancellor Johnson confirmed that all speakers would be vetted for 
alignment with the task force mission.   
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: Chancellor Johnson opened the floor for general discussion. 
 
Libart announced an upcoming training event for mental health first responders and invited task 
force members to contact him for additional information.  
 
Keli Cain announced the upcoming annual Oklahoma Emergency Management Conference and 
training day, which will cover a variety of topics and include a breakout session focused on higher 
education. Conference flyers were provided.   
 
WRAP UP AND COMMENTS: Chancellor Johnson announced the next meeting would be held 
Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014 at 2 p.m. in the Regents Conference Room.  Caddell reviewed the 
draft task force meeting schedule for FY2015.   
 
Roger Webb reminded members to share any thoughts and ideas that would help the summit 
planning team develop and deliver a learning event that is relevant and timely for all campuses.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 3:06 p.m.  
 
 


