
 

 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 

Regents Conference Room 

655 Research Parkway 

 

Dr. Kathryn Gage, Presiding 

 

March 8, 2012 

10 a.m. 

MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome –  Kathryn Gage, COSA Chair 
 

Council chair Kathryn Gage called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. Video conference participants were 
welcomed. Off site attendees were: Jessica Lofland, Oklahoma Panhandle State University; Leah McLaughlin, 
Carl Albert State College; Chad Wiginton, Western Oklahoma State College, and Ron Ramming, Connors State 
College (technological difficulties prohibited Jennifer Holland, Cameron University from joining). 
 
2. Approval of February 9 Minutes – Kathryn Gage 

 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, minutes of the February 9 meeting were approved as distributed.  
 

REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 

                                                                                                
3. Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature (OIL) Update – Mr. Ben Odom, OIL Foundation Chair 

 
Ben Odom gave a brief overview of OIL’s history, noting that when it was formed in 1969, and up until a few 
years ago, it was student-run and a student-led corporation.  He said former Governor George Nigh asked him to 
help set up the OIL Foundation, which is nonprofit.  The Foundation has drawn donations and involvement on its 
board from established business people.   
 
In addressing past issues with student use of alcohol, Mr. Odom said the board now provides an entertainment 
package to provide structure for the evening activities, and it requires students to sign an alcohol policy:  students 
under 21 years of age will not drink, and students aged 21 or older will not give alcohol to a student under 21.  He 
noted that the environment has changed vastly from the past.  Mr. Odom said that the board stressed responsibility 
to the OIL student leaders, and that the board now has an insurance policy for general liability covering the 
student leaders and the board.  He said the board would welcome institutional help in underwriting the cost of the 
student activities.   
 
Dr. Bird of Oklahoma State University noted that OSU has provided $1,000 each year for the past two years for 
activities, but that she is still hearing about alcohol use in hotel rooms in the later evening.  Dr. Bird said some 
students from some institutions have indicated that they will not participate in OIL due to student alcohol use.  In 
response to an invitation from Mr. Odom to send institutional staff to supervise their students, Dr. Bird indicated 
that she did not have the staff.  Dr. Robinson of Southeastern Oklahoma State University later noted that both she 
and her husband had accompanied SEOSU students to OIL, but received reports from some of her students of 
alcohol use by participants who were not able to meet in a business-like manner the next day.  She said that 
SEOSU’s students had not returned for three years, feeling a portion of it was unproductive. 
 
Mr. Odom said the OIL board would meet next Tuesday evening and would ask for the students 21 and older not 
to consume alcohol at dinner. He said OIL did not provide the hotel rooms, and that the board could not act on 
what it did not control.  Dr. Gage said that the COSA members appreciated Mr. Odom and Representative 
Dorman’s presence (Rep. Dorman was in the audience), and noted that by inviting them to meet COSA was 
demonstrating its desire to be connected and in communication.  Dr. Gage stressed that it was important to the 
higher education officials that they know they are sending their students to a safe environment.  Mr. Odom then 



 

 

said he would work to have OIL’s alcohol policy cover all events, ask the OIL student leaders to emphasize the 
policy, and continue to improve the social program in order to minimize the off hours when alcohol use occurs.  
In response to his question about what has worked for the higher education officials at other events, Dr. Bird gave 
some examples, but noted that risk was still inherent at OIL as most of their students were not of age to consume 
alcohol, and the ones who were of age refused to forego alcohol for the four-day duration.  Mr. Odom said the 
board would continue to work on the issue.  Dr. Foust of Southwestern Oklahoma State University and Dr. Gage 
thanked him for his willingness to meet and work together on the problem. 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
4.  Overview and Discussion of Title II and Title II ADA Updates – Lee Bird 
 
Lee Bird gave a brief overview of the handout titled “OCR Shift in Harm to Self Rules has Student Affairs 
Officials Worried”.  She said that she would be able to provide a more in-depth discussion of the Title II issue 
either at the April or June COSA meeting, and that she hoped to bring an attorney who specialized in Office of 
Civic Rights matters.  Dr. Bird stated that the advice regarding the implications of the rule for administrators was 
to adhere to the institution’s code of conduct, and said that the policy adjustments will probably be followed by a 
Dear Colleague letter to help with consistency in the application of the law. 
 
ADDITIONAL REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 
 
5.  Oklahoma Elementary Mathematics Specialist Certification Initiative – Saeed Sarani, OSRHE 
 
Saeed Sarani made a presentation about a new initiative for certification for Oklahoma Elementary Math 
Specialist.  Noting that elementary teachers did not receive much math education, and that Oklahoma students at 
the 4th and 8th grade levels performed below the national average on the National Assessment of Education 
Progress test, he said that professional mathematics educators are pushing for this certification program in all 
states.  The format of this program calls for 18 hours of instruction, which differs from that of a reading specialist, 
which requires a masters level degree.  Saeed noted that the program has been approved by the Oklahoma State 
Board of Education, but said in response to a question from Lee Bird, that there was no support funding involved.  
He said educators were working to perhaps get an additional salary step provided, but if no reward materialized, at 
least the teacher would be more marketable.  Lee Bird noted that she would hate to see Oklahoma preparing 
teachers for employment in other states. 
 
6.  Student Advisory Board Update – Steve Sichterman, SAB Chair, University of Oklahoma 
 
Before beginning his update on the activities of the Student Advisory Board, Steve mentioned that he had been a 
member of the Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature for the past three years, and that he felt the culture was 
improving, and that the evening entertainment package had helped.  With regard to the SAB, Steve said they had 
a great group of members, and that many had participated with their institution on Higher Education Day at the 
State Capitol.  He noted that they were currently involved working on recommendations for consideration to 
present to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education at their May meeting.  Subjects currently under 
consideration include:  higher education and OneNet independence of the state’s Chief Information Officer; 
tuition-setting authority; common core state standards; faculty emphasis on teaching; importance of veterans’ 
benefits on campus; encouragement of review boards and open process in the faculty tenure process; and, 
additional training for faculty who serve as student advisors.  Steve said they welcomed input in their discussions, 
and that the proposals would be discussed in their April 1st meeting, and voted on in their April 20th meeting.  In 
response to various questions from members of COSA, Steve said the SAB had received presentations on various 
issues throughout the year and heard of concerns from students on different campuses, that they had not discussed 
guns on campus and that sentiment might be mixed, but that they possibly could agree on needed campus support 
for mental health services. 
 
 
 



 

 

7.  Student Leadership Retreat and OSGA Spring Congress – Debbie Terlip, OSRHE 
 
Debbie Terlip briefly noted that a theme had been selected for the 2012 Student Leadership Retreat:  Engaging the 
Future:  The Future is Now, and updated the COSA members on the invitations for speakers.  She stated that the 
Oklahoma Student Government Association Spring Congress would be March 30-31st at Oklahoma City 
University, and that COSA members should be receiving registration information electronically to forward to 
their students.  Debbie also mentioned the Oklahoma Campus Compact annual workshop on March 29th at OU-
Tulsa, and the regional Campus Compact Heartland Conference on October 11-12th in St. Louis at the Union 
Station Marriott hotel. 
 
8.  ACE Graduation Requirements – Bryce Fair, OSRHE 
 
Referring to a handout Bryce Fair discussed the Oklahoma high school Achieving Classroom Excellence (ACE) 
graduation requirements and eligibility for student financial aid.  He said there was legislation to repeal the 
requirement for satisfactory completion of end of instruction tests for graduation, but that the Oklahoman 
newspaper supported the tests as criteria for graduation.  Bryce reviewed some related issues – how to treat home-
schooled students with regard to financial aid, saying they could be exempted, but that this could cause a problem 
if other students began declaring that they were home-schooled, which could be a possibility under Oklahoma’s 
self-reporting system. 
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 
9.  Mentoring Initiative Update – Roger Sorochty, Mentoring Committee Chair 
 
Roger Sorochty provided a follow up on the designated committee’s development of COSA’s Leadership 
Program and Mentoring Initiative.  He thanked Kermit McMurry and Marcia Clifton for assembling the 
information.  Roger listed the next three goals:  to link with the Oklahoma College Student Personnel Association 
(OCSPA), to present COSA with the mentoring framework, and to get the OCSPA to endorse the framework and 
serve on the planning committee.  He noted that the next steps would  include a conference call to flesh out the 
concepts, to suggest a name, such as the COSA Leadership Academy, and to define the program, its processes, 
and any potential funding.  He asked the COSA members to let Kermit McMurry know if they wanted to serve as 
a mentor.  Jan Clayton complimented Roger on the committee’s work and asked about the size of the academy.  
Roger said a number had not been determined, and Lee Bird suggested they assess the interest.  Roger suggested 
considering allowing people to just do portions of the academy.  He asked the COSA members to begin 
identifying young professionals on their campus who may want to benefit from this resource.  Kathryn Gage 
thought that professionals at any level in their career may be interested, and reminded everyone of the OCSPA 
annual conference on the UCO campus on May 15th.  Roger closed by saying they would need to get a brochure 
advertising the program together, and Kathryn added a call for programmatic ideas. 
 
10.  Threat Assessment Conference & April COSA Meeting, April 19 – Lee Bird 
 
Lee Bird briefly reminded everyone about the Threat Assessment conference which OSU is hosting on April 19th, 
and said that while the enrollment was full, if people wanted to place their names on a waiting list there could be a 
place for alternates pending any cancellations.  She stated that COSA would collaborate by holding its April 
meeting at OSU that day, and that she was privileged to host everyone for lunch in the clubroom at Boone Pickens 
stadium from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  She asked those who planned to attend the lunch to sign a sheet, and to let 
Marcia Clifton at the State Regents if they wanted to video conference in to the COSA meeting. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OR INVITATIONS 

 
11.  Tuition Hearing, April 19 at 10 a.m., Regents Conference Room 
 



 

 

Debbie Terlip called everyone’s attention to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education announcement of 
the annual tuition public hearing, which would be held at the State Regents office in Oklahoma City on Thursday, 
April 19th at 9 a.m. 

 
12.  Campus Wellness Awards – Kermit McMurry, OSRHE 
 
Kathryn Gage recognized Kermit McMurry, who had joined the meeting by conference call.  On loud speaker 
Kermit mentioned the Campus Wellness awards and listed the institutions with the best record.  Sharon Robinson 
noted that Southeastern Oklahoma State University was going tobacco-free.  Jan Clayton mentioned that Tulsa 
Community College was also going tobacco-free, but that there were some issues with offenses on property 
owned with the City of Tulsa on TCC’s Metro Campus.  Jan asked some questions relating to enforcement 
practices to which various members of COSA replied.  Lee Bird summarized that in effect it was a matter of 
trying to change the culture and that some programs, such as those for alcohol use, were helpful. 

 
13.  Adjournment  
 
Debbie Quirey from Northern Oklahoma College announced that NOC would be posting a position opening for 
Vice President of Student Affairs at the Tonkawa campus. 

 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


