
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 

Oklahoma State University Stillwater 

 

Amy Ishmael, Presiding 

 

April 19, 2012 

11 a.m. 

MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome – Lee Bird  
 

COSA meeting host Lee Bird welcomed the group and announced the 12:15 p.m. tour to view the Student Union 
renovations.  
 
Council chair Amy Ishmael thanked Dr. Bird and called the meeting to order at 11:10 a.m.  
 
2. Approval of March Minutes – Amy Ishmael 

 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, minutes of the March meeting were approved as distributed. 
  
 

REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 

                                                                                                
3. Mentoring Initiative Update – Lee Bird 
 
Lee announced that a brochure has been created and will be used at Oklahoma College Student Personnel 
Association (OCSPA) May 15 meeting. She encouraged the COSA members to recruit staff to get involved in the 
program.  
 
4.  Creating a website for COSA – Kermit McMurry 
 
Kermit mentioned that we will be creating a website for the council. The members discussed possible items to 
include. The Student Leadership Retreat, professional development opportunities, and a host of important 
information for COSA members (such as compliance issues and increasing the knowledge on these issues) were 
all items mentioned. It was suggested that Kermit’s office or the chair be a clearinghouse to determine what 
should be on the website. Kermit will enlist the executive committee or a planning group for guidance on the 
specifics of what will be on the website.  
 
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON HOT TOPICS OPEN FORUM 

 
5.  Career Services 
 
Dr. Bird asked the group about an email that went out asking how our universities were promoting Burning Glass 
Technology, an employee placement service promoted by the Department of Commerce. Some concerns were 
expressed over the site asking for social security numbers. It is optional, but the site asks for it. Concern was 
expressed for email spam if students are not careful with the settings, categories that are not relevant for degreed 
individuals, and other issues. It was mentioned that there are some good things about the program, particularly for 
schools without a sophisticated career services system. The concerns are something for all to consider, though. 
The survey that went out did not ask if the Career Services offices had received the posters. Some of the members 
had not received them. Kermit will follow up by gathering more information. 
 

 

 



6.  iPad Application – Lee Bird 
 
There is an application with all the Cleary information. Lee will send it out to Kermit for the group. It works for 
iPads. 
 

7. Prescription Drugs on Campus  
 
Does anyone have a problem with this on campus? The discussion moved to the sharing of Adderall during finals 
time by students. There is a piece that says Oklahoma is number one in inappropriate use of prescription drugs. 
 

8.  GLBTQ  
 
The question was asked: Do we name GLBTQ in our discrimination policies in the student handbook? 
Southwestern is moving in that direction. Dr. Cindy Dougherty suggested that because it is not a protected group 
in Oklahoma, you may have to articulate that they are protected in your policies in order to have the legal 
coverage you want should a situation arise. Having it in your policies covers it from an institutional standpoint. 
There are some federal grants that will not let an institution seek certain federal grants if it is not in your policy. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OR INVITATIONS 

 
9.  Financial Aid 
 
Kermit told the group that there will be an update on this at the next meeting in June. Dr. Dougherty offered to 
provide information about how they have done it at Southwestern. They are a year into it and have created an 
exception for medical withdrawal that has been very helpful. Members expressed concerns over the impact on 
enrollments and the impact on future default rates.  Email her at: studentdean@swosu.edu.  

 
10.  End of Instruction Exam 
 
There is no language about homeschooling. Members expressed concern that some people will play the system by 
trying to home school once they see their student will not pass the exams. How do we identify that? Kermit will 
get this put on a future agenda. 
 
11. Civic Engagement; The Importance of Voting 
 
The importance of encouraging students to vote, to have debates on campus, and to really get involved was 
mentioned.  
 

12. Tour 
 
Members toured the OSU Student Center.  

 
13.  Adjournment  
 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:studentdean@swosu.edu

