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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 

840 Research Parkway 

OCAP Conference Room 

 

Dr. Will Wayne, Presiding 

 

June 12, 2014 

10:00 a.m. 

MINUTES 

 

 

1. Welcome –  Will Wayne, Council Chair 

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. Video conference participants were welcomed. They were Laura 
Boren, Northeastern State University; Jason Johnson, Northern Oklahoma College; and Cindy Dougherty, 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University. 
 
2. Approval of March 13, 2014 Minutes – Will Wayne 

 
Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes were approved as written. 
 

REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 

 

3. Project to Support Children’s Hospital – Dr. Cindy Ross, President Emeritus, Cameron University and 
Kathy McCracken, Executive Director, Children’s Hospital Foundation 
 
Cindy Ross began by thanking the council for everything they do for higher education and for the opportunity to 
speak about the Children’s Hospital Foundation. 
 
After she retired, Cindy began volunteering with the Children’s Hospital Foundation, serving on the Board of 
Advocates. The Board of Advocates is a community leaders group from across the State of Oklahoma who 
advocate on behalf of sick and injured children. Cindy also volunteers in the surgery waiting room and the 
NICU at Children’s Hospital. 
 
Cindy and Kathy provided a packet of information about the CHF.  
 
Children’s Hospital Foundation (also known as Children’s Medical Research Institute) is a 501(c)(3) 
organization and is separate from the hospital. It is the only organization in Oklahoma whose sole focus is the 
advancement of pediatric research and education.  
 
Kathy McCracken noted four key points: 

o Every year, Children’s Hospital treats children from every county in Oklahoma. 
o Having quality healthcare for children is one of the most critical needs in Oklahoma. 
o When money is raised for Children’s Hospital, the funds stay at Children’s. 
o CHF events foster servant leadership and give students an opportunity for growth as they graduate. 

 
Kathy began by going through the packet given out. She noted a DVD in the packet given that tells the story of 
a child who has overcome an illness or injury each year. There are 150 colleges and high schools that host 
dance events. In addition, there are 300 dance events across the country and two in Oklahoma; one at the 
University of Oklahoma and one at Oklahoma State University. 
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Kathy introduced Lindsey Hall who is the Dance Event Coordinator with CHF. Her responsibilities are to 
coordinate with the schools that currently have or are interested in having programs. She provides all of the 
training and guidance for all aspects of the program. 
 
CHF provides all the necessary training to the schools who want to have a program. Since 1997, the University 
of Oklahoma has raised over one million dollars for Children’s Hospital through this program. Donations to 
Children’s Hospital Foundation provide resources to build a strong financial base for current and future needs 
through a full spectrum of activities. 
 
Kathy invited council members to visit CHF and Children’s Hospital. 
 

4. 2014 Legislative Session in Review – Cynthia Fuston, OSRHE 

 
Higher Education received a stand-still budget for FY15. This is a good thing considering the governor started 
out with a 5 percent cut. 
 
Council members inquired about HB 2873, which would prohibit public higher education institutions from 
substantially burdening a student’s exercise of religion. Cynthia said she would check on that. 
 
Oklahoma College Student Personnel Association Spring Conference – Stephen Neely, OCSPA Vice President 
and Conference Co-Chair 
 
Mr. Neely thanked the Council for the opportunity to come speak about OCSPA and extend an invitation to the 
next conference. There have been changes in the board members due to terms ending. There will be a new 
secretary, treasurer, and communications director for FY15.  
 
OCSPA held their Spring Conference at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center in Oklahoma City 
on May 20, 2014. Fifteen institutions in Oklahoma attended the OCSPA Spring Conference in May, with 93 
attendees’ total.  Dr. Jeanie Webb, President, of Rose State College presented the keynote address, and 
attendees present really responded well and enjoyed her comments.  Members from OU, UCO and RSU 
received awards, including council member Dr. Tobie Titsworth, who received the OCSPA Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 
 
There were sixteen break-out sessions with the majority of speakers having higher degrees and established 
careers whereas last year, most presenters were graduate students. Attendees requested speakers be more 
established in a career so the conference planning committee made changes for this year’s conference. 
Goals for next year include refining the conference planning process, further developing communication efforts 
and reestablishing appointed campus liaison roles. 
 
The next board meeting will be held mid-July 2014, at OSU to review surveys and evaluate the conference. 
Next year’s conference will be held Thursday, May 14, 2015, at OSU-Stillwater. 
 
5. Suicide Prevention Grant – Pamela Boatright, OSRHE, Savannah Kaulman, ODMHSAS 
 
Death by suicide is the second leading cause of death for 20 to 35 year olds. The first leading cause of death is 
accidents. Oklahoma is ranked 13th of 50 for suicide. 
 
Over 2,700 people have been trained in QPR in Oklahoma institutions. The ODMHSAS has awarded a grant for 
the JedCampus suicide prevention initiative. This money will go to pay for 15 people to receive consultation 
and guidance on how to improve suicide prevention campus programs.  
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Savannah spoke about JedCampus and what it offers. The first step is signing up and taking a 120-question 
survey about current suicide prevention campus programs.  The survey is very adaptable and gets everyone 
involved in growing the programs. 
 
Anyone interested in participating should contact Pamela Boatright. 
 
6. Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature—Jennifer Holland 
 
Cameron University has been sending students to OIL for several years.  Council members have had concerns 
about events going on at OIL, specifically regarding alcohol, and have met with the leadership previously.  
They committed to make changes and submitted a plan to do so. 
 
Jennifer became aware of an incident from this year’s meeting.  The “rules committee” punishes students for 
violating certain rules, such as not wearing a collared shirt, stepping on the seal, etc. These punishments include 
standing in a corner, standing in front of the room singing “I’m a little teapot”, standing nose-to-nose with 
another student, and spanking with a pillow in front of everyone. 
 
Jennifer had a student that went home who was uncomfortable with what was going on at OIL.  She is not 
comfortable sending students any longer.  There is no supervision in the leadership of OIL.  They have an open 
cash bar at their events. 
 
Previous events included alcohol poisoning and a sexual assault. COSA has made previous attempts to clean it 
up, but they have not been sufficient.  Jennifer and other council members mutually agree that they would like 
to withdraw their support from OIL. Chairman Wayne suggested a resolution stating that COSA does not 
support or sanction the events of OIL and notify the Chancellor as such. 
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 
7. Proposed 2014-2015 COSA Calendar – Chairman Wayne 
 
Change to the meeting date for the month of October due to the Student Leadership Retreat.  COSA members 
will meet at the retreat and participate in professional development training. 
 
8. Recommendation to Cancel July COSA Meeting – Chairman Wayne 
 
The meeting date coincides with the Threat Assessment in Stillwater. A motion was made and seconded to 
cancel the July meeting so that Council members could attend.  The next meeting will be in September. 
 
9. Overview of the 2014 COSA Leadership Academy Evaluation Results and Recommendations for 2015 
Leadership Academy – Dr. Kathryn Gage, representing Dr. Lee Bird 
 

Leadership Academy just completed the second year.  A survey was conducted and the participants favor 
interaction and participation over lecture format.  They also want to network through a lunch or mixer.   
 
Kathryn asked the Council for their opinion on when the Academy will be held in the future, either every year 
or every other year.  Most agreed that every other year would be sufficient and allow participants to get to know 
others better by having more time and more events to network.  The mentoring program has been a struggle for 
all and having a longer time period would also help with that piece.   
 
The mutual agreement was that every other year would be ok. Debbie and Kermit will be getting together to 
discuss more.  
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10. 2014 Annual Report of the Student Advisory Board to the State Regents – Debbie Terlip 

 

Student Advisory Board was very successful this year. CJ Cavin was an excellent President. The SAB made 
eight recommendations.  Two of these really stood out: 
 

1. The SAB recommended that financial literacy should be required as part of general education 
coursework.  

2. Recommended that the income eligibility level for Oklahoma’s Promise should be adjusted annually as 
the population statistics change, inflation, and increases in the cost of higher education.  

 
Other recommendations covered academic advisement, clearer procedures for advisers, more professional 
development, supporting State Regents appropriation requests, supporting Complete College America goals, 
priority enrollment for Veterans, and support of banning weapons on campus. 
 
There is one vacancy on the board for the University of Oklahoma. 
 
11. Student Leadership Retreat Update – Debbie Terlip 

 
Plans for the 2014 Student Leadership Retreat are well underway.  It will be held at the National Center for 
Employee Development (NCED) in Norman, OK. Two of three general session speakers have been confirmed 
(Dr. David Moxey and Jari Askins). Dr. Boren has been invited to speak. 
 
Students will have a variety of sessions to choose from.  COSA members have stepped up to cover some great 
topics during the retreat.   

 

12. Discussion about Professional Development for Council Members during SLR – Chairman Wayne 

 
Two topics – “future of student affairs” and “branding/what administrators of student affairs do” were 
suggested by Dr. Kathryn Gage. The council will discuss more topics at a later date. 
 

13. Election of 2014-2015 COSA Officers – Chairman Wayne 

 

Sharon Robinson – Chairman-elect 
Dr. Steven Glazier and Dr. Ina Agnew – Two-year Representatives 
Monica Trevino and Calleb Mosburg – Four-year Representatives 
 
Ina Agnew – Chairman-elect for 2015-2016 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OR INVITATIONS 
 
14. Tobie Titsworth and Rick Hall are retiring. 

 
15. Ina Agnew received her doctorate recently. 
 
16. Jennifer Holland is moving to Arkansas. Her husband has accepted a position as the head baseball coach at 

the University of Arkansas – Fort Smith. Jennifer does not have a job lined up yet. She expressed her 
appreciation to the Council members for everything they have taught her over the past several years.  

 
17. Upcoming events are as follows: 
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 “R is for Thursday” Statewide Conversation – July 17, 2014, 1-4 PM, Center for Excellence in 
Transformative Teaching and Learning, University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond 

 Threat Assessment on College Campus’ Seminar – July 10, 2014, OSU-Stillwater 
 Heartland Campus Compact Annual Conference – October 2-3, 2014, Lincoln, Nebraska (Correction) 
 2014 Student Leadership Retreat – October 2-3, 2014, National Center for Employee Development 

(NCED), Norman, OK 
 
18. There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.  

 


