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Economic Development Council 

December 13
th

, 2005 

Regents Conference Room, 2
nd

 Floor 

Oklahoma City, OK 
 

 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Ann Ackerman, OCCC; Roy Cail, OSU-OKM; Cecil Carter, MSC; 

Jim Genandt, NEO; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Cheryl Marrs, TCC; Ray Murphy, NSU; 

Roger Stacy, NOC; Gregory Washington, LU; and Patti Wilbur, NWOSU. 

    

Guests present: 

President Thomas McKeon, TTC; Wes Watkins; Carol Hoadley, OU; Delores Jackson, 

OCCC Shamus Moore, SWOSU; Fui Phang, SWOSU; and OSRHE staff including: 

Cynthia Fuston, Connie Lake, and Sid Hudson. 

 

 

1. Chairperson Roger Stacy called the meeting to order.   

 

2. The minutes from the November 8
th
, 2005 meeting were motioned for approval by Cecil Carter. 

Roy Cail seconded this motion and the minutes were approved.   

 

3. Wes Watkins is involved in the Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI).   REDI is an 

initiative to create economic development in rural Oklahoma.  This program aims to assist in new 

product development, expand start up companies, and offer aid to existing firms.  The initiative will 

help to create more off farm jobs.   Mr. Watkins shared with the council the goal of the program, 

which is to change the economic culture in Oklahoma.  

 

Summits have been held all over the state to talk with business owners and assess their individual 

needs.  During      these summits businesses were asked to submit questionnaires that included 

questions such as contact information, size and type of business and plans for expansion or new 

products.  To date, 419 businesseses have returned the questionnaires. Of those, 255 plan to expand 

and 131 have a new product.   

 

4. Peter Abramo, Cameron University, explained one aspect of the Center for Emerging Technology 

and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES.)  This center helps match entrereneurs with individuals with 

particular skills such as engineers or design staff for new product development.   For example, an 

entrepreneur comes in with an idea of a new product.  The entrepreneur has the vision of the new 

product but lacks the mechaniccal know how to make a prototype.  The center looks to the 

engineering department to find a student who can help with the mechanics.   Now the product isn’t 

eye appealing, so the center finds a design student to help with the design of the product.   

 

5. Drs. Washington and Kaye, Langston University, presented two successes stories.  These included 

the Logan County Champion Community Connection and Transportation Center of Excellence.  

The Logan County Community Connection is comprised of community leaders working together to 

drive economic development in that county.  While the Transportation Center of Excellence, is a 

nationally recognized center that addresses issues related to transportation of businesses in the 

community.   
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6. In Sid Hudson’s absence, Connie Lake shared with the Council the recent approval of the 

Partnership Recognition Program by the Council of Presidents.  The Program is on the agenda for 

State Regents’ approval.  Once approved by the State Regents, Regents’ staff will start accepting 

nominations and plan the reception that will be held in April.  She encouraged the Council members 

to start thinking about the business partner they will nominate for the award. 

 

7. Other Business: no new business. 

 

8. The next EDC meeting will be held on January 10
th
, 2006 in the Regents’ Conference Room. 

 

9. Chairperson Roger Stacy adjourned the meeting. 


