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Economic Development Council 

June 14, 2005 

Regents Conference Room, 2
nd

 Floor 

Oklahoma City, OK 
 

 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Ann Ackerman, OCCC; Ray Brown, RSU; Roy Cail, OSUOKM; Cecil Carter, MSC; 

 Jim Genandt, NEO; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Randall Lee, RCC;

 William Mayfield, ECU; Nina Ritchie, CASC; Roger Stacy, NOC; Gregory Washington, LU; 

 Patti Wilbur, NWOSU; Cheryl Marrs, TCC (via OneNet) 

    

Guests present: 

Jennifer Geren, OSRHE; Cynthia Fuston, OSRHE; Bill Johnson, OSRHE; Connie Lake, OSRHE; Hugh 

McCrabb, OSRHE; Clay Pope, OSGA; Rob Gregg, ODOC 

 

1. Chairperson William Mayfield called the meeting to order.  Dr. Mayfield said it had been a pleasure to serve as 

chairperson and stated Roger Stacy would be the incoming Chairperson.   

 

2. The minutes from the March 8, 2005 meeting were motioned for approval by Roger Stacy.   Cecil Carter 

seconded this motion and the minutes were approved.   

 

3. Nominations were taken for Vice Chairperson and Executive Committee.  Patti Wilbur was nominated and 

accepted the role for the Vice Chairperson position.  The community colleges nominated Jim Genandt and Roy 

Cail to serve as their representatives on the Executive Committee.  Marvin Hankins and Peter Abramo were 

selected to serve on behalf of the regional universities. 

 

4. Connie Lake, Assistant Vice-Chancellor for Economic Development, OSRHE, updated the council about the 

latest round of economic grant submissions.  Eleven proposals were submitted; requesting a total of $1.5 million 

dollars.  The next round of grants would be due October 1, 2005. 

 

By all accounts, the Economic Development Summits were successful.  We will see collaborations that were 

forged during these summits emerge as a result of this effort.   

 

5. Bill Johnson, Director of Network Operations, OneNet, presented on the possible creation of Professional 

Development Centers.  These centers would be positioned around the state and allow professionals access to 

training.  This would be beneficial to rural areas by allowing professionals to train in their field with out having 

to commute and by makes working in a rural areas more attractive.  Potential business professionals are lawyers, 

CPA, health care industries, real estate brokers and teachers.  The training would be provided by videoconference 

thru an internet connection. 

 

6. Clay Pope, President, OSGA, discussed developing an internship repository and possible internship protocols.  

There is a gap between students seeking meaningful internships and businesses who could benefit from having an 

intern.  Several potential solutions were discussed such as websites for both employers and interns to apply or 

search for potential opportunities.  Internship programs are different at every college or university; some interns 

are paid, some receive credit, while others receive both.  Because of these differences it will make the solution 

more difficult to achieve. 

 

7. Chairperson William Mayfield adjourned the meeting. 


