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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 
October 8 - 9, 2007 

Northeastern State University  

Broken Arrow, OK 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Kelly St. John, CASC; Vic Woods, EOSC; Linda Tillman, LU; Cecil 

Carter, MSC; Ray Murphy, NSU; Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Felix Aquino, OCCC; Diane 

Murphy, PSU; Tom Gray, OSU; Mac McCrory, OSU-OKC; Jack Bryant, RCC; Ray 

Brown, RSU; Larry Smith, SSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; 

Mary Ann Philpott, TCC; Erik Guzik, USAO; and Randy Smith, WOSC. 

    

Guests present: 

OSRHE staff including Cinnamon Bock and Cynthia Fuston 

 

 

 

October 8, 2007 

 

 The council took a tour of the Access Optical facility followed by a networking dinner.  

 

 

October 9, 2007 

 

1. Chairperson Jack Bryant called the meeting to order.  Thank you to Ray Murphy and NSU 

for hosting our retreat.   

 

2. Ray Murphy moved to approve the minutes from September’s meeting and Vic Woods 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

 

3. Erik Guzik, chair of working committee, provided an update on the request of the Council 

of Presidents on the Impact of Economic and Community Development.  A draft survey 

was reviewed by the council and changes were suggested.  The survey is due by the CBO 

on October 23, 2007.  If you have questions about the survey, contact Dr. Erik Guzik via 

email at eguzik@usao.edu or by telephone at 405-574-1269. 

 

4. Jack Bryant led a discussion to identify achievable goals for 2007-08.  Discussion focused 

on dividing the work plan into long term and short term goals.  Randy Smith will chair a 

committee to indentify achievable goals for the 2007-08 EDC.   Vic Woods and Dianna 

Murphey are also on the committee.   

 

5. Peter Abramo of Cameron University presented ways to collaborate in different physical 

locations.  There are several tools including gmail from Google that help facilitate 

individuals who wish to work together on projects.  These tools enable all participates to 

read and provide feedback in real time as well as keeps an archive of changes.   
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6. Norma Nobles, from the Oklahoma Department of Commerce presented information on the 

GrowOklahoma Plan.  This plan will increase the education or skill level of all 

Oklahomans and the labor pool in Oklahoma.  The initiatives that will help accomplish 

these goals are to initiate policy, legislation, process changes that will make Oklahoma’s 

education and training seamless, accessible, and relevant; establish a talent recruitment and 

retention action plan and an economic development hub providing coordinated and 

unduplicated employer services; and create a campaign that will persuasively promote 

lifelong learning.  Ms. Nobles informed the group about steps that were already in progress 

to help achieve these goals.   

  

7. No other business was presented.  

 

8. Chairperson Jack Bryant adjourned the meeting. 


