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Economic Development Council 
June 12, 2007 

Southeastern Oklahoma State University  

Durant, OK 

 

Members present: 

Bill Able, NEO; Felix Aquino, OCCC; Jack Bryant, RCC; Cecil Carter, MSC; Stan Greil, 

RSC; Eric Guzik, USAO; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Mac 

McCrory, OSU-OKC; Ray Murphy, NSU; Nina Ritchie, CASC; Larry Smith, SSC; Linda 

Tillman, LU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; and Patti Wilbur, NWOSU; 

    

Guests present: 

Cinnamon Bock, CU; Kelly St. John, CASC 

 

 

1. Chairperson Patti Wilber called the meeting to order.    

 

2. Kathy Hendrick, SOSU,  highlighted a best practice presentation on the Oklahoma 

Southeast consortium.  The consortium covers 22 counties and has 28 members.  

Membership in their group is $400 per year and they primarily work with site selectors to 

show the benefits and incentives of Southeastern Oklahoma.  Established in 2000, their 

work with the site selectors have been influential in bringing over $1,000,000,000 (billion) 

dollars in new investment into Southeastern Oklahoma, and the establishment of several 

new businesses and jobs in the region. 

 

3. Nina Ritchie, CASC, discussed the Eastern Oklahoma/Western Arkansas alliance and their 

work to address the worker shortages in their region.  Approximately 30% of the Ft. Smith 

workforce comes from Eastern Oklahoma so they share numerous resources to address 

their workforce needs.  She discussed their joint efforts in support of the I-49 completion, 

work on the U.S. Marshalls Museum and their work with the business service teams 

through their workforce investment boards. 

 

4. Executive committee nominations were requested by Patti Wilbur.  From the two year tier, 

Mac McCrory nominated Stan Greil and Jack Bryant seconded that motion.  Mac also 

placed Felix Aquino name in nomination and Stan Greil seconded that motion.  Hearing no 

other nominations from the two year tier, Marvin Hankins motioned to close the 

nominations and Cecil Carter seconded that motion.  Nominations were closed and a vote 

was taken.  Both nominees were unanimously elected to the committee.   

 

Patti then requested nominations from the four year tier.  Marvin Hankins nominated Ray 

Murphy and Kathy Hendrick seconded that motion.  Marvin Hankins also nominated Kathy 

Hendrick and Ray Murphy seconded that motion.  Marvin Hankins then motioned that 

nominations cease and Rick Wetherill seconded that motion.  Patti called the vote and both 

members from the four year tier were elected unanimously to the committee. 
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5. Connie Lake, was unable to attend the meeting, so Patti Wilbur gave the ED update.  There 

are no ED funds available at this time. 

 

 

6. Under other business Patti made a motion that the Economic Development Council sponsor 

a booth at the upcoming RC & D conference in August at the Ardmore Convention Center, 

if funds are available from Connie’s office to pay for the booth.  Cecil seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Jack Bryant recognized our EDC members who were part of the 2007 Innovator Awards at 

the recent Southern Growth Policy Board Annual Conference in St. Louis. 

 

Jack updated the council on a pending RFP from the Department of Commerce that will 

highlight “Centers of Manufacturing Excellence”.  The RFP will be released through 

Central Services within the next week or so. 

 

Mac McCrory commended Patti on her leadership during the past year. 

 

7. Patti adjourned the meeting. 

 


