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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 
October 14, 2008 

Regents Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC; Ray Murphy, NSU; Judy Colwell, NOC; 

Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Greg Gardner, OCCC; Diane Murphy, PSU; Tom Gray, OSU; 

Jack Bryant, RCC; Ray Brown, RSU; Stan Greil, RSC; Larry Smith, SSC; Kathy 

Hendrick, SOSU; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; May Philpott, TCC; Robert Lindley, UCO; 

Erik Guzik, USAO; and Lisa Greenlee, WOSC 

 

Guests present: 

Bob Conner and Tom O’Neil of Oklahoma Aeronautic Institute; Vikki Dearing, ODOC; 

Misty Rhodes, OU; Catreana Bennett, OSU-OKC; OSRHE staff including Sid Hudson 

and Connie Lake. 

 

1. Welcome Chairperson Peter Abramo called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m. and 

introductions were made by all members and guests in attendance. 

2. Approval of September 9, 2008 EDC meeting minutes 
Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the September 9, 2008 

meeting of the Economic Development Council be approved as presented. 

 

3. Main topic: Bob Conner, Executive Director, presentation on the Oklahoma 

Aerospace Institute 

The Chair called on Tom Gray of the CIED at OSU to introduce the guest speaker, Bob 

Conner, Executive in Residence at OSU. Mr. Conner spoke about the creation of the 

Oklahoma Aerospace Institute (OAI). The Institute was created by the Oklahoma 

legislature to promote the policies, programs, and practices that support the state’s vision 

for becoming the global destination for aerospace, which builds on the existing 

infrastructure Oklahoma has as being one of seven maintenance, repair and overhaul hubs 

in the world. OAI’s mission “is to create a partnership of service providers to more 

effectively respond to the needs of the aerospace industry in the areas of education and 

training, research, and economic development.” Mr. Conner extended an invitation to the 

Council members to consider partnering with OAI to fulfill the state’s mission.  For more 

information contact Bob Connor by telephone at 405.641.3204 or by email at 

Robert.conner@okstate.edu 

 

4. Best Practice Presentation – “Career and College Tour” by Barbara Gilbertson, 

EOSC 

The Chair called upon Barbara Gilbertson to present the best practice of Eastern 

Oklahoma State College (EOSC). Barbara described how EOSC teamed up with GEAR UP 

for a Brighter Tomorrow, Kiamichi Technology Center, the McAlester Economic 

Development Service, Inc., the City of McAlester, McAlester Regional Health Center and 
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the Choctaw Nation to make the inaugural Career & College Tour a reality. This event was 

geared towards preparing 8
th

 grade students for the future workforce by exposing them to 

the regional employers; and approximately, 950 students from 26 schools attended the 

event.  There were over 85 exhibits from area business and industry and college and career 

training programs for the students to explore. Many of the exhibitors provided 

demonstrations and hands-on activities for students to get a feel of what it would be like to 

work in that particular occupational field. Overall, Barbara stated that the event was a huge 

success and the second “Career and College Tour” will be held on October 30, 2008. She 

closed with an invitation to the members of the Council to come and participate as 

exhibitors. 

 

5. Vote on City Vue Resolution 

The Chair called upon Jack Bryant to present the work of the committee that drafted the 

resolution which supports continued and sustained funding of the City Vue, aka Oklahoma 

Virtual Community. Jack stated that the resolution was before the Council as a draft and for 

discussion rather than the original intent of asking the Council to vote on accepting and 

signing the resolution. There were no editorial suggestions from the Council members. 

However, Patti Wilber did comment on the importance of retaining and continued funding 

of City Vue because of the service it provides to the small rural communities.  Jack also 

mentioned that the Economic and Community Development committee of the Council of 

Presidents discussed the possibility of finding funds to keep the program up and running 

through the end of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. 

 

6. Committees - breakout into working groups 

The Chair directed the committees to take 25 minutes to work on their respective projects 

and to return prepared to provide a brief update to the Council on their committee’s 

progress. 

 

7. Committees report back to council  

a. Fall Training Retreat – Regents conference room 

 

b. Perception Analysis – 2 north conference room 

 

c. Partnership Recognition – Library conference room 

 

d. Marketing – not meeting 

 

8. Other Business 

The Chair announced …. 

 

9. Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 

3:30??? p.m. 


