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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
October 12, 2009 

Oklahoma State Regents 

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Arun Tilak, CU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC; Linda Tillman, LU; 

Cecil Carter, MSC; Tim Faltyn, NEO A&M; Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Greg Gardner, 

OCCC; Ray Brown, RSU; Stan Greil, RSC; Larry Smith, SSC; Marvin Hankins, 

SWOSU; Mary Philpott, TCC; Robert Lindley, UCO;  

Guests present: 

Cal Hobson, OU; Anita Gordy-Watkins, OSU-IT; Evelyn Bollenbach, OSU-OKC;  Brian 

Hall, TCC; Tommy Mancino, TCC; Emelia Ross, Renae Brill, Randy McCrary and 

Connie Lake OSRHE staff. 

 

1. Welcome 

Chairperson Marvin Hankins called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.   

2. Introductions of all members and guests  

Introductions were made and guests were welcomed by Chairperson Marvin Hankins 

3. Approval of September 8, 2009 EDC meeting minutes 
 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the September 8, 2009 

meeting of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 

4. Best Practice- Tommy Mancino, Tulsa Community College - DOL IT Grant-

wavebreak.org 

 

The Chair recognized Mary Philpott of TCC who introduced Tommy Mancino and Brian 

Hall.  As an administrator of the DOL IT focused grant, Tommy turns his attention to 

developing new ways to deliver technology classes in a timely manner.  The program is 

scholarship-based and pays for all classes at a maximum occupancy of 20 people per 

class.  They currently offer courses in iPhone application, cloud computing, and Ruby on 

Rails.  TCC is the only college with iPhone courses. Tommy spoke about an umbrella 

program for mobile development.  The umbrella program applies up to 18 hours in 

technology credit for existing skills for people with master’s degree.  This program 

includes the industry partners Cherokee Nation and HP. 

 

5. State Regents Update- Connie Lake OSRHE: 

 

The chair recognized Connie Lake who spoke about the Making Place Matters 

Conference at the Reed Center to be held on October 29
th

, 2009.  The deadline for 

submission of teams was September 21
st
, 2009 and she noted that she was still waiting on 
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some institutions for team names.  She stressed the importance of getting the team names 

was for planning purposes, such as getting an accurate headcount for food. 

 

Connie also stated that the Economic Development Retreat is scheduled for November 2-

3 and will be held at the Atkinson Heritage Center in Midwest City.  The agenda has been 

set and sent out to the Committee members. 

 

6. Bring Successes! – be prepared to share in two minutes what’s happening at your 

institution.   
 

Linda Tillman, LU- Linda shared that they received two grants one of them was for 

$800,000 and the other was for $500,000 both from the HBCU - Neighborhood 

Revitalization and Historical Renovation.   

 

Patti Wilber, NWOSU- Patti mentioned that NWOSU is hosting a breakfast for a tour of 

alternative energy.  

 

Stan Griel, RSC- Stan shared information about the Green Collar Institute and the two 

courses they offer: Water Plant Operator and Waste Water Operator. 

 

Arun Tilak, CU- Arun spoke about the REI and DOC rural development specialist and 

also Ray Murphy’s model on drive times for the recruitment of a Dollar General Store. 

 

Marvin Hankins, SWOSU- Marvin spoke about how successful the EDA turned out with 

over 4 million dollars in clients assistant loans. 

 

Rick Wetherill, ECU- Rick talked about the Art District Conference and how well 

attended it was.  Art District has a 15% increase in job creations and they did some 

filming in that area. 

 

Ray Brown, RSU- Ray spoke about President Rice kicking off strategic planning process, 

and that an incubator tenant at RSU is finalist in a competition. 

 

Anita Gordy-Watkins, OSU-OKM- Anita shared information about the Pryor facility and 

how they are running out of space, because of the continuous growth in class size.  They 

have some real challenges with having to shut down the youth program at the 

Thunderbird Military Academy.  She also spoke about the project with Brazil that offers 

faculty, staff, and student’s internships.  

 

Mary Philpott, TCC- Mary spoke about a Harvard University research study on the 

parents who receive minimum wage and have no career path and its affect on their 

children who are less likely to finish high school or go to college.  Tulsa area workforce 

board is helping pay for 12-15 students to attend college.  Over 30 apply in both East 

Tulsa and West Tulsa.  The Geriatric Technology center helps with child care. 

 

 

Larry Smith, SSC- Larry shared three events with the council.  1) The small business 

seminar went really well; they had 50 people attend and 19 of them were small business 
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owners.  2) Cross timbers RC&D is a revolving loan fund had its 1
st
 Annual Seminar and 

over 250 people attended.  3) USDA- Ryan McMullen hosted the annual retreat. 

 

Greg Gardner, OCCC – Clinical research coordination receiving $1.7 million grant.  

OCCC now offering compressed natural gas training. 

 

Robert Lindley, UCO - the Academy of Contemporary Music is a huge success with 

students, faculty and staff.  The final stage of Old North is in the works. 

 

Pam, NOC - now offering a fast track for a Business Administration degree program.  On 

September 29
th

 and 30
th

 NOC hosted a Math Accounting Compliance seminar for the 

Gaming industry, over 30 casinos attended. 

 

Cal Hobson, OU- Cal shared with the committee the success with federal department of 

transportation in 4 grant categories – OU outreach only one successful in all 4. 

 

Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC- spoke about the 3
rd

 Annual College Tour.  They had over 900 

8
th

 graders attend, 150 volunteers and 90 exhibits.  It was a huge success with over 1500 

total people. 

 

Evelyn Bollenbach, OSU-OKC - Evelyn shared with the committee that Catreana Bennett 

is no longer with OSU-OKC.  She spoke about breaking ground on the Energy Lab - 

renewable resource programs.  She also spoke about communicator’s council collecting 

information to populate okedc.org since what is there is grossly out-of-date info. 

 

 

7. New Business - No other Business 

 

 

8. Adjournment  
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 

11:15 a.m. 

 

 


