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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
September 8, 2009 

Oklahoma Department of Commerce 

Gallery 1-1 

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Arun Tilak, CU; Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Judy Colwell, NOC; 

Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Greg Gardner, OCCC; Diane Murphy, PSU; Stan Greil, RSC; 

Larry Smith, SSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Mary Philpott, 

TCC; Erik Guzik, USAO; and Lisa Greenlee, WOSC 

 

Guests present: 

Cal Hobson, OU; Anita Gordy-Watkins, OSU-IT; Catreana Bennett, OSU-OKC; Evelyn 

Bollenbach, OSU-OKC; Scott Lee, Emelia Ross, Renae Brill, and Connie Lake OSRHE 

staff. 

 

1. Welcome 

Chairperson Marvin Hankins called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.   

2. Introductions of all members and guests  

Introductions were made and guests were welcomed by Chairperson Marvin Hankins 

3. Approval of June 9, 2009 EDC meeting minutes 
 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the June 9, 2009 

meeting of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 

4. Review of meeting dates for 2009-2010 

 

The meeting dates were presented for the approval of the council. After brief discussion 

and confirmation of dates and times, the meeting dates were approved. 

 

5. Review of EDC priorities for the year and establish 2009-2010 working committees: 

 

A. Making Place Matter-The Chair asked Connie Lake to catch up the committee on 

that progress of the Making Place Matter initiative. Connie updated the committee on the 

future meeting dates. She mentioned the Facilitator Training that will take place at the 

University of Central Oklahoma campus on October 1, 2009. This will be an all day 

event from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. She also informed the council on the fall seminar that will be 

taking place at the Reed Center in Midwest City on October 29, 2009. This event is 

scheduled from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

B. Statewide Internship Program- The Chair asked Connie to share with the council 

information about the statewide internship program progress. Connie relayed to the 
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committee the need for a program that is statewide in scope. It is important as a tool to 

keep highly skilled, highly educated people in the state. It is also a good tool for business 

in the state as it gives them the opportunity to attract and retain the most qualified 

candidates. Lastly, the statewide approach allows business and students a single point of 

entry and breaks down the fragmented approach currently in place. A working committee 

was formed to help further this initiative. Committee members include Stan Greil and 

Tom Gray as co-chairs and Anita Gordy-Watkins, Marvin Hankins, Tim Faltyn, and Patti 

Wilber.  

C. EDC Accomplishments since 2006-2007- The Chair asked Arun Tilak to speak 

briefly on this initiative. Arun spoke about the need to assess the Council’s 

accomplishments since 2006-2007 work-plan was created to measure what it has 

accomplished and what needs to continue or be amended. In 2006-07 the council 

developed a work-plan goals document and there hasn’t been a formal assessment of the 

accomplishments since that time. Arun asked the full council to review the document and 

assess what their institutions had done to achieve those work goals. A working committee 

was formed for this initiative. Arun Tilak is chairing this committee with Kathy 

Hendrick, Catreana Bennett, and Jack Bryant also on the committee.  

D. Fall Training Retreat- The Chair recognized Stan Greil to speak about the upcoming 

fall training retreat. At this time there are no formal plans for the retreat. Meeting location 

suggestions include: the Hard Rock Hotel in Tulsa, The Atkinson Heritage Center or the 

Post Oak conference center. A working committee was formed. The committee includes: 

Stan Greil, Rick Wetherill, Greg Gardner and Mary Philpott. 

E. Partnership Recognition Program Event- The Chair asked Connie to speak about 

the Partnership Recognition Program. Connie shared with the EDC that she had the 

survey results from last year’s event. While the feedback was overwhelmingly positive 

there were some areas for improvement. Connie then asked for volunteers to serve on this 

committee. Committee members will include Larry Smith as chair, Diane Murphy, Kathy 

Hendrick, and Judy Colwell. 

 

6. State Regents Update- Connie Lake, OSRHE 

 

Connie felt like she had already addressed this issue in her previous comments and 

passed on making another update. 

  

 

7. Best Practices Guidelines Scott Lee, OSRHE 

 

At the August Executive council meeting there was a discussion about the need for 

guidelines for the best practices presentations given by our members. Scott and Connie 

worked with the executive council to come up with those guidelines. Scott briefly shared 

the guidelines that were developed and passed out the guidelines to the EDC. 

 

8. Bring Successes! – be prepared to share in two minutes what’s happening at your 

institution.   
 

Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC- Barbara shared that she was working to create a career and 

college tour for 800-1,000 middle school students. The event is scheduled for October 8, 

2009 
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Judy Colwell, NOC- Judy mentioned that NOC is working with a business partner to 

create and offer fast-track business programs for this particular employer due to the 

current economic situation 

 

Arun Tilak, CETES- Arun shared that CETES has created a Tech Night that takes place 

on the third Tuesday of every month from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Arun reports it has been a 

tremendous success and very interesting. 

 

Kathy Hendrick, SOSU- Kathy spoke about the METS lab that will be on campus soon. It 

is a good tool to get kids interested in STEM fields. She also mentioned the Texoma 

Regional Consortium will be hosting a Green symposium focusing on all things green. 

 

Rick Wetherill, ECU- Rick shared that the Hallie Brown Ford Center is open and going 

strong. He also shared that he had utilized the summer internship program offered 

through his LWIB. He taught 5 young adults fundraising, which culminated in a 

beautification project on ECU’s campus. 

 

Patti Wilber, NWOSU- Patti shared that NWOSU is partnering with the local tech center, 

REI, the local chamber and ED folks to put on a small business 101 to help entrepreneurs 

get started and learn about local resources. 

 

Stan Greil, RSC- Rose has retained a consultant to do a feasibility study for a business 

incubator on the Rose State Campus or on Tinker that has an aerospace emphasis.  

 

Cal Hobson, OU- Cal shared about a million dollar mass transit grant that OU won which 

will provide much needed transportation to rural communities. He also spoke about a new 

24/7 computer repair desk operated by OU that will support 8,000 Department of Human 

Services computers. 

 

Mary Philpott, TCC- Mary shared about an ESL childhood care center that TCC will be 

involved in. The program was piloted by Harvard and the University of Texas. 

 

Diane Murphy, PSU- Diane spoke about the successes that PSU has had in attending 

Boise City’s and Beaver’s Chamber meeting twice a month. She mentioned it is a real 

commitment, but that they are starting to see some successes. She also mentioned the 

Guymon Classroom and the impact that facility is having in the area. 

 

Lisa Greenlee, WOSC- Lisa spoke about working with persons in her region to develop 

interview and resume building skills. She also mentioned 90 badly need nurses graduated 

last year and are looking to up that number this year to 100. She also invited us to the 

Global Western Conference at Quartz Mountain on the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 of October. 

 

Greg Gardner, OCCC- Greg spoke about the Oklahoma Arts Festival and how great the 

attendance and event was. Greg also spoke about the CNG conversion training that is 

taking place on OCCC’s campus. 
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Erik Guzik, USAO- Erik spoke about a new alternative energy lab opened on campus that 

will research green energy technologies. He also spoke about the first Chickasha Arts 

Festival October 2 and 3 in Chickasha. Erik also mentioned a creative problem solving 

model being developed for use in the K-12 system. 

 

Evelyn Bollenbach, OSU-OKC, Evelyn mentioned the Family Health and Safety Day 

that will be taking place on OSU-OKC’s campus. She also spoke about her work on the 

communicator’s council and the goal of updating the business services information on the 

okedc.org website. 

 

Marvin Hankins, SWOSU- Marvin spoke about SWOSU’s involvement with Coaches 

Aid and their need for interns.  

 

Larry Smith, SSC- Larry invited the group to a small business conference on the SSC 

campus on the 24
th

 of September. 

 

 

9. Guest Speaker, Tom Walker, CEO of I2E 

 

Connie Lake introduced Tom Walker of i2E. Tom spoke to the council about i2E and the 

Governor’s Cup competition. Tom shared that the Governor’s cup is in its sixth year and 

is ever growing and impacting education and technology-based companies in Oklahoma. 

He talked about the many funding sources that can come from the Governor’s Cup 

competition. There is $200,000 in cash, three scholarships worth $5,000, and the 

opportunity to win a fellowship worth $6,000 to $8,000 dollars.  Tom also let the council 

know about the upcoming “How wants to be an entrepreneur?”  workshop that will take 

place on October 30, 2009 in Oklahoma City. The workshop is free for Oklahoma college 

students and faculty.  For more information contact sseagraves@i2e.org.  Tom also spoke 

about the Positive Energy program that is being sponsored by OG&E. It is a scholarship 

program that will award a prize to a student or groups of students who submit alternative 

energy or energy saving technologies business plans. Lastly, Tom also stressed the 

importance of these programs at the regional universities. He stated that regional 

participation had dropped off in recent years and that it is really designed to be a 

statewide competition. He offered to come and speak to classes or faculty to help answer 

questions about the program.   

 

10. Adjournment  
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