
Campus Safety and Security Task Force 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2014, 2 p.m. 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Chancellor Glen D. Johnson welcomed attendees, including 
Chris Basco, University of Science and Arts Oklahoma; Michele Campbell, Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University (by phone); Cheryl Evans, Northern Oklahoma College; Richard 
Andrews, Rose State College; Jeff Harp, University of Central Oklahoma; Doug Major, Meridian 
Technology Center; Bruce DeMuth, Pioneer Technology Center; Tim Faltyn, Connors State 
College; Natasha Billie, Langston University; Steve Turner, Northeastern State University; Lee 
Bird, Oklahoma State University; Albert Ashwood, Oklahoma Department of Emergency 
Management; Kim Edd Carter, Oklahoma Department of Homeland Security; Janet Cunningham, 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University; Phil Holley, Southwestern Oklahoma State University; 
Jessica Hawkins, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services; Bob 
Hendricks, Carl Albert State College; Carrie Slatton-Hodges, Oklahoma Department of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services; Roger Webb, task force consultant; and Bob Anthony, 
Kermit McMurry, Hollye Hunt (by phone), Angela Caddell and Sarah VanSant, Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education. 
 
APPROVAL OF FEB. 5 MEETING MINUTES: Johnson asked task force members to review the 
minutes of the Feb. 5, 2014 meeting. Lee Bird made a motion to approve. Bruce DeMuth 
seconded. The minutes were approved by a voice vote. 
 
MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES: Jessica Hawkins spoke to the task 
force about best practices for mental health services at colleges and universities, mental health 
and addiction as diseases of the brain, Oklahoma’s rank as the second highest state in terms of 
both “serious” and “normal” mental health issues for adults over the age of 18, and the data gap 
concerning the mental health of young adults ages 18-24. Hawkins also presented 
recommendations for increased awareness and training, including Mental Health First Aid, school-
based screenings, the “Question Persuade Refer” (QPR) model, JED’s Healthy Campus 
Certification program, AlcoholEdu, and Brief Alcohol Screening and Intervention for College 
Students (BASICS).  
 
Hawkins opened the floor for discussion. Kermit McMurry noted that the Council on Student Affairs 
(COSA) had recently conducted a survey focused on college student mental health and substance 
abuse. He noted the results have not yet been distributed. Bird added that the COSA study reflects 
secondary reports from administrators, not direct feedback from students. Bird requested that 
Hawkins’ presentation be added to the Campus Best Practices workgroup’s online resource 
repository. Hawkins offered to send the presentation to Angela Caddell for distribution.  
  
WORKGROUP REPORTS: Johnson asked for workgroup reports. 
 

Campus Best Practices (Lee Bird, Chair): Bird announced that the new “best practices” 
resource repository website was ready to launch, pending addition of Hawkins’ mental health 
presentation. She provided an overview of resources that will be available through the site, 
including original documents, notes and summaries, and best practice recommendations 
addressing a variety of key campus safety and security topics, such as federal statute 
compliance, threat assessment, cybersecurity, and student travel, among others. 
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Training and Plan Development (Albert Ashwood, Chair): Ashwood presented the 
workgroup’s draft training and planning needs survey, which was designed to allow campuses 
to identify and prioritize areas of safety and security planning in which additional training or 
support is needed. He also outlined the workgroup’s recommended deployment plan, which 
included distribution by Johnson on Monday, April 7 with responses due by Friday, April 18. 
Ashwood explained that the workgroup would meet in May to review the survey findings and 
develop initial training recommendations to be presented at the June 4 task force meeting.  

 
Minor changes to the survey text were discussed. Johnson expressed concern about the 
reception of the survey by private institutions and technology centers, given the survey would 
be sent from the state system of higher education. Caddell indicated that the transmittal email 
would identify the representatives of private institutions and technology centers who serve on 
the task force. Ashwood and Caddell noted the survey asks campuses to designate an 
emergency manager to be registered with the Oklahoma Department of Emergency 
Management (OEM). Ashwood explained the definition of campus “emergency manager” as 
simply a key point of contact on safety and security issues who will receive pertinent information 
and updates from OEM. Tim Faltyn moved to approve the survey as amended and execute the 
deployment plan. Bird seconded. The amended survey and distribution plan were approved by 
a voice vote.  

 
Issue Monitoring, Advocacy and Research (Larry Rice, Chair): Hollye Hunt gave the 
workgroup report via phone on Rice’s behalf. Hunt discussed pending legislation that could 
impact the current law prohibiting guns on campus. Johnson presented a draft task force 
resolution against any legislation that would allow open or concealed carry of firearms on higher 
education campuses except by police officers and security personnel. The task force discussed 
phrasing amendments to accurately reflect technology center campuses and to accommodate 
existing exceptions as prescribed in current law. The amended text was approved by Bob 
Anthony, State Regents’ general counsel. Bird made a motion to approve the task force 
resolution as amended. Doug Major seconded. The amended resolution was approved by a 
voice vote.  

 
2014 STATEWIDE SUMMIT: Roger Webb discussed preliminary plans for a statewide campus 
safety and security summit in fall 2014. The summit, which will be developed in partnership with the 
Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism, city of Midwest City and Rose State College, will 
be held in October 2014 at the Reed Center.  Caddell explained that several topic tracks will be 
considered, including threat assessment, natural disasters, mental health, and social media. 
Caddell also mentioned that the summit will likely feature a live exercise for first responders.  
 
Johnson opened the floor for additional topic ideas. Chris Basco asked about the possibility of 
including breakout sessions based upon enrollment, since campuses vary in size and level of 
resources. Steve Turner suggested the summit include a session on cyber-attack prevention in 
conjunction with social media safeguards. Johnson stated that a “save the date” message would be 
sent to task force members, state system presidents, private institution presidents, and technology 
center superintendents; Major offered to share the message with the technology center campuses. 
Bird reminded members about the threat assessment workshop to be held in July 2014 at 
Oklahoma State University. 
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OPEN DISCUSSION: Johnson opened the floor for general discussion. Kim Edd Carter 
encouraged task force members to utilize the mental health training available from the state 
department and mentioned an upcoming two-day multi-hazards course that while designed for use 
in K-12, has helpful applications to higher education institutions.  
 
WRAP UP AND COMMENTS: Johnson announced the next meeting would be held Wednesday, 
June 4, 2014 at 2 p.m. Caddell reviewed the tentative FY15 task force meeting schedule.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  
 
 


