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MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions – Jan Clayton 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. Randy Graves, Jerrid Freeman, Mike Harris, Mike 
Jackson, Brent Marsh and Liz McCraw were welcomed via video conference. Jan also welcomed 
Jake Mazeitis, Student Advisory Board Chair, Daniel Williams, Oklahoma Student Government 
Association President, and new COSA member Leon McClinton, Interim Vice President for 
Student Affairs, Oklahoma State University. 
 
2. Approval of December 13, 2018, Minutes – Jan Clayton 
 
Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes were approved as written. 
 
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 
 
3. Leader Development for Online Learning - Dr. Bucky Dodd, Chief Learning Innovation 
 Officer, University of Central Oklahoma, and the current chair of the Council for Online 
 Learning Excellence (COLE) 
 

Bucky gave a brief history of the Council for Online Learning Excellence (COLE). Their 
membership is comprised of individuals who have influence on the advancement of online 
and hybrid teaching and learning activities at individual institutions across the state of 
Oklahoma. They are currently focusing on the gap within leadership development at 
institutions regarding online learning. He asked the council the following questions: 

 What online learning leadership development opportunities would provide the most 
value for institutions? 

 What delivery format would be most conducive to success? 
 What topics, challenges, or opportunities would be most important? 

 
Myron Pope (UCO) mentioned student support and asked if services should be provided 
internally or outsourced. This is a new area for them. Jan Clayton (TCC) said this topic may 
need to be added to the COSA work plan. Ina Agnew (OSUIT) mentioned the gap in services 
being provided is not just faculty but also staff. She asked if a format similar to a graduate 
program with online work and a residency required would be possible. Ina said she would 
like to learn what resources are available to deliver student services in an online 
environment. She asked how much longer can a student life fee be charged when a student 
never steps foot on campus. Bucky said they want to take a holistic approach to online 
learning. Liz McCraw (SEOSU) mentioned an opportunity is to work with students in how 



they want to receive the information. She asked if SAB and OSGA could add this to their 
work plan.  
 
Myron mentioned the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee has support services for online 
students in a higher education program. He suggested a certification program be developed.  
Jan said technology and software literacy gaps are still present. Bucky mentioned being able 
to provide a resource early on is a critical piece. Ruth Boyd (SWOSU) said the format needs 
to be multi-tiered with no divide between faculty, staff and students.   
 
Jake Mazeitis said students who are involved in student life in a traditional setting take online 
classes to have the flexibility to make more commitments on campus. Joshua Busby (LU) 
mentioned a student aide at Langston is taking upper level classes and all 15 hours are online. 
He stressed students need to be very disciplined in order to accomplish this. Jan said TCC’s 
SGA representation is centralized for the entire college. They put responsibility in the hands 
of the student and have to create online accessibility.  Students have to look at the different 
ways they do their work whether they are in the vicinity attending a campus or a true distance 
learner. 
 
Debbie Blanke asked the council to forward any comments from their institutions regarding 
online student services to Debbie Myrick who will forward the information to Bucky or Kyle 
Foster.  
 
Zeak Naifeh (CU) asked if COSA and COI could create a working group on this topic. Jan 
agreed this would be a great opportunity and will possibly add it to the COSA work plan. 
 

4. Legislative Update – LeeAnna McNally, Governmental Relations, Oklahoma State Regents  
 for Higher Education 
 

LeeAnna mentioned OSRHE held a new legislative orientation on January 7, 2019, with 31 
legislators attending. Chancellor Glen D. Johnson presented an overview of the State System 
and Amanda Paliotta explained our budgetary process. She said the legislators enjoyed the 
program.  
 
Other highlights mentioned were: 

 Chancellor’s legislative tour began December 19th with the first stop at the University 
of Central Oklahoma. The next presentation will be Friday, January 11, 2019, at 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University.  

 Governor Stitt’s State of State is scheduled for February 4, 2019. 
 About 251 bills have been filed thus far with a filing deadline of January 17, 2019. 
 A budget request of approximately 776 million has been requested for higher 

education to provide faculty salary increases, restoration of base operational funding, 
and financial aid and scholarship programs restored. 

 
Joshua Busby mentioned Higher Ed Day will be February 12, 2019, and asked if there was 
anything specific regarding the State System they should be discussing with their students 
that plan to speak at the event. LeeAnna will provide talking points and helpful tips for 



students. She said she will be available to answer any student questions. Debbie Blanke 
mentioned several student groups will be met with regarding the talking points. This 
information will be available next week. 
 
Brent Marsh asked if anyone had heard of a grassroots student-led effort that was discussed 
at the recent OSGA President’s Retreat. Dan Williams, OSGA President, informed the 
council this was discussed during the retreat. They wanted to localize the impact of higher 
education to each specific legislator. The movement has not come to fruition due to the 
Council of Student Body Presidents being in the process of regrouping. Dr. Blanke 
mentioned a legislator sheet specifically for each district is available. She would like the 
SGA presidents work with their institution and decide when they will visit the capital.  
 
Ina Agnew (OSUIT) mentioned her concern for campus safety and security and the bills 
being drafted to allow weapons on campus. LeeAnna said SB212 has been filed and is very 
similar to SB1212 that was filed last year. She encouraged the council to contact their 
legislators and ask them to maintain the current weapons laws.  

 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
5. Online Learning Summit – Kyle Foster, Assistant Director of Academic & Student Affairs 
 Degree Completion Initiatives, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 
 

Kyle discussed the Online Learning Summit that will be offered in April at no cost. This is a 
two-week event with many different presenters. The summit is streamed on Facebook Live 
and also recorded and offered through Zoom for viewing convenience. This summit replaces 
the Quality Summit.  
 
Kyle also mentioned engaging online students in student life and that there is not much 
happening on a national stage in this area. He said OSUIT is exploring fantasy leagues. He 
asked the council to share any ideas. Jake spoke about OU’s Esports program. Debbie Blanke 
asked the council to send any innovative ideas their institution may be working on to Debbie 
Myrick in order to share these with the entire council.  
 
Jan would like the council to revisit the work plan in an effort to help plan future COSA 
agendas, i.e., ideas, speakers, presentations, that tie in with the work plan.  
 

6. State Regents’ Update – Debbie Blanke 
 

Debbie mentioned the items below: 
 

 Reach Higher Direct Complete (adult degree completion program) $500 grant is 
available for a student enrollment outreach event. 

 Oklahoma Native American Attainment Convening will be held February 27, 2019, at 
Rose State College. There is no cost. 
 



7. 2019 Student Leadership Retreat Planning Discussion – Debbie Terlip and SLR Planning 
 Committee (Dr. Ina Agnew, Dr. Ruth Boyd, Amy Ishmael, Liz McCraw, Jerrett Phillips, 
 Monica Trevino, SAB Chair Jake Mazeitis, and OSGA President Daniel Williams) 
 

Debbie Terlip provided a handout on behalf of the SLR Planning Committee detailing the 
cost options and possible presentation formats for the 2019 Student Leadership Retreat.  She 
asked the council for their opinions on continuing a one-day format or going back to the two-
day format. Liz McCraw asked how many institutions travel a far distance and still have to 
spend the night to attend the one-day event. Debbie mentioned NEO A&M did this last year. 
Michael Harris said OPSU would require an overnight stay. Will Wayne (OU) said one day 
with a hybrid format might decrease attendance, but this might solve the travel issue. Joshua 
mentioned he could bring more students if the price remains low. Debbie asked if the group 
still preferred a meeting date either late in September or early in October, and the group 
agreed. Debbie said at least one institution was interested in hosting, and said she would send 
out the specifications to see whether any other institution was interested. 
 
Debbie reminded the council that the student coffee house is only one hour with the one-day 
format, and the student evaluation feedback indicated they would like a longer networking 
event. Jan Clayton mentioned SLR being in conjunction with OSGA Fall Congress in a past 
year and said this cut down the costs. She suggested extending the coffee house session if the 
two events could coincide again. Debbie advised Fall Congress dates have not been 
determined, and the date will be decided by the new board to be elected at this year’s Spring 
Congress. Zeak said the one-day event is better for Cameron University due to students 
having to miss class. Jake Mazeitis said the Student Advisory Board members told him they 
do get something out of the one-day program and it is worth their time away from their 
institution. Jan mentioned possibly having the coffee house during the luncheon as an 
alternative. Ina asked if a keynote speaker was necessary during lunch. Monica asked what 
outcomes do they want the students to walk away with and does this come from the speaker, 
engagement or a combination of things. Zeak mentioned how an NACA event he held 
worked with no speaker and mixing up the students. He said it was more engaging, and there 
were no complaints of not having a speaker. Jan suggested having an activity with a creative 
way to show the group as a whole. Debbie said the evaluations indicate the students want a 
formal closure, and Jan suggested some sort of collective call at the end of the day. Liz 
thought an option would be to have a speaker on Zoom record during lunch. This could be 
helpful for students who are not able to attend the event and the ones onsite could also view 
this at a later time. The consensus is to continue a low-cost retreat hosted by a higher 
education institution and implement a creative format.  
 
Ina Agnew explained the hybrid concept. She would like to offer different online student 
sessions via Zoom. She gave an example of a LinkedIn workshop facilitated by a presenter 
on campus with the presenter sharing their computer screen showing the students how to 
search for internships, etc. This would broaden the expert speaker pool from which to 
choose, as they would not have to travel. She said she would still bring students to the retreat 
but also offer sessions on campus for those that could not attend. This would deliver a 
conference to students who would not normally be involved in something like this. 

 



Liz said they are seeing a large number of online graduate students wanting to participate in 
this type of activity. She mentioned students could access the session on their own with 
possible question and answer conversations.  
 
Ina suggested the Leadership Academy fellows develop a presentation and present it to the 
SLR students. Jan mentioned the LA mentoring program be involved also. Jake said student-
led lunch sessions could also be a possibility. Ina would like a student-led professional 
development session be presented to COSA members. Myron said students could select 
which topics at lunch they would like to participate in and suggested making the topics 
available in advance. 
 

8. Announcements 
 

 Liz reminded the council of the Oklahoma College Student Personnel Association 
Annual Conference May 29, 2019, at Southeastern Oklahoma State University. 

 Ruth Boyd announced Southwestern Oklahoma State University is hiring a dean of 
students. Cindy Dougherty will retire in March 2019. 

 Myron asked if anyone was experiencing any challenges from the federal government 
shutdown. Ruth said their financial aid personnel were not able to send information to 
the Internal Revenue Service.    

 
9. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:47 
a.m. 
 
Upcoming Events of Interest to the Council 
 

 January 29, 2019 - OK Campus Compact Workshop on Tracking and Measuring 
Community Engagement – Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, Colloquium 
Room, Oklahoma City 
 




