
 

 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 
Regents’ Conference Room 

655 Research Parkway, Suite 200 
 

Dr. William Wayne, Chair, Presiding 
December 12, 2019 

10:00 a.m. 
 

REVISED MINUTES 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions – William Wayne 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. Jerrid Freeman, Michael Harris, Heidi Hoskinson, 
Amy Ishmael and Mike Jackson were welcomed via video conference.  
 
2. Approval of November 14, 2019, Minutes – William Wayne 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes were approved as written. 
 
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 
 
3. Diplomate-in-Residence Activities for the U.S. Department of State – Amanda Johnson, 

Diplomat in Residence Central Region  
 
Amanda Johnson serves as the Diplomate-in-Residence affiliated with the University of 
Oklahoma. She serves Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and South Dakota. Amanda said 
there are 16 senior diplomates nationwide recruiting foreign service positions for the U.S. State 
Department. She explained the various positions: 

• Foreign Service Officer (Generalist) 
• Foreign Service Specialists 
• Limited, Non-Career Appointments 

 
The following Student Programs are available: 

• Graduate School Fellowships with internships and a 5-year work commitment 
o Pickering Fellowship and Rangel Program (Foreign Service Officer) 
o Foreign Affairs IT Fellowship (Information Management Specialist) 

• Paid State Department Internship for rising Sophomores - Juniors 
• Unpaid State Department Internship for rising Juniors – Grad Students 
• Virtual unpaid internships for all students (vsfs.state.gov) 
• Study Abroad Opportunities  

o Gilman Scholarship for Pell Grant Recipients – Study/Intern Abroad  
o Gilman-McCain Scholarship for Active Duty Military Dependents – Study/Intern 

Abroad  
o Critical Language Scholarships – Immersive summer language study equivalent 

to one year of college instruction 
• Rangel Summer Enrichment Program (Sophomores – Seniors, 3.2 GPA, women, 

minorities, or financial need) - Deadline February 2020 



 

 

• Foreign Affairs IT Fellowship (Sophomores or Seniors 3.2 GPA) – Deadline February 
2020 

o For associates/sophomores to complete undergraduate or seniors to obtain 
graduate degree 

o Two internships (domestic and overseas), mentorship program, and 5-year work 
commitment 

• Paid State Department Internship – U.S. Foreign Service Internship Program (USFSIP) 
Opens Summer 2020 

o Demonstrate financial need or adversity – Two internships (Washington, DC and 
overseas) 

• Unpaid State Department Internship – Fall opens January 2020 or Virtual opens July 
2020 

 
Amanda said she is available to answer questions, participate in career fairs on campus, provide 
information sessions, etc. Will Wayne (OU) asked how Amanda has connected the best with 
students. She said she has attended several successful career fairs, advertised opportunities to 
meet in person or may be contacted by email. She said she is trying to build long-term 
connections.   
 
4. Oklahoma Voting Summit – Lauren Schueler, M.Ed., Director, N.E.W. Leadership and 

Civic Engagement, University of Oklahoma 
 
Debbie Terlip gave a brief history of Oklahoma Campus Compact and civic engagement work 
involved in student voter registration. She introduced Lauren to the council. Lauren was awarded 
a grant from Students Learn Students Vote, a diverse group of nonprofits and institutions around 
the nation that partner to increase student voter participation and civic learning on campuses. 
Lauren announced the Oklahoma Voting Summit will be held August 8, 2020, at the University 
of Oklahoma. It is a free, nonpartisan event for students and administrators to come together and 
plan for student voting participation on their campuses. She asked the council to provide a point 
of contact for each institution. 

 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
  
5. Pending Senate Bill 361 Discussion – Dr. Bill Knowles, Seminole State College 
 
Bill Knowles (SSC) reminded the council of the Annual Freedom Report that is due to Governor 
Kevin Stitt and asked for input on how other institutions are implementing this report. Dr. Ruth 
Boyd (SWOSU) said the RUSO schools designed a template. She offered to share this template 
with the council. Liz McCraw (SEOSU) said they are waiting for policy review before sending it 
to the governor. SWOSU’s report will be on their Consumer Information webpage. SEOSU’s 
report will be on the bottom of their home page under Campus Expression Policy. Ina Agnew 
(OSUIT) said she is looking forward to receiving the template.  

 
6. Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature (OIL) Fall Session Follow Up – William Wayne 
 
Liz (SEOSU) sent eight students to OIL. It was reported to her that it was a calm event and 
experience, and there was a lot of support for OIL. Liz feels COSA will get more engagement in 
the activity. She is concerned with the crossover between OIL and OSGA. She said OIL gave 
opportunity to the OSGA president to have speaking rights on the floor, as well as a lot of shared 



 

 

information and shared leadership within the group, almost becoming a “de facto part” of OSGA. 
Debbie Terlip said that while the OSGA leadership has shown great initiative and leadership, she 
is concerned with the way OSGA has recently acted in terms of not fully keeping her informed 
of substantive changes in its constitution and statutes. She also mentioned that both Fall and 
Spring Congresses are being lengthened by a day from the traditional practice. Liz said OSGA is 
promoting that students do not have to be a part of their own campus student government 
association to serve in state student government leadership. SEOSU’s SGA does not want to 
have students from their campus serve on the OSGA Board of Directors if they are not currently 
active with their SGA. This information is not in the OSGA constitution. It merely says a student 
must be enrolled in one hour. SEOSU student leaders are struggling with this. They do not want 
to use student government money to send students to OSGA that are not currently involved with 
their student government. 
 
Ina (OSUIT) suggested creating a subcommittee to make recommendations to COSA on how to 
move forward. Zeak (CU) said OIL stated members do not need to be a student to represent an 
institution. They had some students representing CU without their knowledge. Ina asked if the 
OSGA bylaws can be changed to require a student be a representative of the campus SGA in 
order to be involved. Debbie Terlip said OSGA have made several changes to their constitution 
and bylaws. She will discuss this with the group. Liz and Zeak will represent COSA to help keep 
an eye on this.  
 
7. Felon Admission - Current Practices/Discussion –William Wayne 
 
Will reminded the council of the young man that asked to speak to COSA about his mother’s 
application experience. She was recently released from prison. Ina said each campus has an 
application process and further discussion needs to be held. Monica Trevino (USAO) said they 
require an applicant to notify them if they have a felony. A committee reviews the application 
and certain criteria, such as how long since the crime was committed, what major, etc., before 
admission. The biggest restriction is the student cannot live in housing. Will (OU) said a lot of 
time the applicant lies on the application, and there is no standard process of checking the state 
database. The student will be expelled if it is determined they lied on their application. Ina said it 
is on a case by case basis, but OSUIT has a similar process.  
 
Lance Newbold said Rose State College does not inquire about a felony on their admission 
forms. He asked if other institutions have this same policy, and Jeremy Thomas indicated that 
Oklahoma City Community College has the same policy. Lance also mentioned RSC offers 
programs in some of the incarceration facilities. Lance said often the offender is released and 
needs to finish their degree and get their skill set together so they can eventually become 
employable. Michael Poindexter said Tulsa Community College does not admit level 3 sex 
offenders. TCC also offers programs in incarceration facilities. He said once a student completes 
an application they are in the TCC system.  
 
Will asked if there is any value in hearing the person speak about his mother’s experience. After 
much conversation, it was decided not to have him speak at a COSA meeting. Ina volunteered to 
serve on a subcommittee to discuss this further. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

8. Update on Host Site for 2020 Student Leadership Retreat – Debbie Terlip 
 
Debbie Terlip advised the council of the three institutions which have an interest in hosting the 
2020 SLR (Rose State College, Oklahoma State University Institute of Technology and 
Oklahoma City Community College). She will create a new form to compare the components of 
the proposals, have the three interested institutions complete the information, set up a conference 
call to discuss this with the Planning Committee and then ask the Planning Committee to bring a 
recommendation to the full COSA at the January 9th meeting for a decision. She mentioned 
possible dates to hold the SLR are September 25, 2020, October 2, 2020 or October 9, 2020.  

 
9. State Regents’ Update – William Wayne 

 
Will reported the following on behalf of Dr. Debbie Blanke: 

• Debbie Terlip will retire January 31, 2020. OSRHE will post the position announcement 
soon. Please get the word out so we can get a good candidate pool. 

• Oklahoma Campus Compact 2019 Voter Registration Contest Award winners. 
• Annual Report on the ACT Scores for the 2019 graduating class. Scores were generally lower in 

OK and US. 
• Approval of 2020 Summer Academy Grants.  Those awarded will be receiving their contracts soon. 

 
10. Holiday Lunch at Toby Keith’s – William Wayne 
 
Members were invited to gather for a holiday lunch at Toby Keith’s in Bricktown. 

 
11. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at    
11:05 a.m. 
 
Upcoming Events of Interest to the Council 
 

• February 11, 2020 – Higher Ed Day, Oklahoma State Capitol 
• March 6-8, 2020 – OSGA Spring Congress, Oklahoma State Capitol 
• March 29-April 1, 2020 – 2020 Campus Compact National Conference, Seattle, 

Washington 
• April 25, 2020 – Reach Higher Reception, TBD 
• May 29-30, 2020 – National Community College Conference on Service Learning & 

Community Engagement, Salt Lake City, Utah 
• August 8, 2020 - Students Vote Summit, University of Oklahoma, Norman 

 




