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MINUTES 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions – Will Wayne 

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. Jerrid Freeman, Michael Harris, Heidi Hoskinson, 
Amy Ishmael, Earl Johnson, Jason Johnson, Liz McCraw and Terri Pearson were welcomed via 
video conference.  
 
2. Approval of February 14, 2019, Minutes – Will Wayne 
 
Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes were approved as written. 
 
3. Issues Involving LGBTQ+ Students – Dr. Leon McClinton, Oklahoma State University 
  Guests: 

 Irissa B. Baxter, Coordinator of Women’s and LGBTQ Affairs, Sexual Assault 
Victim Advocate, Oklahoma State University 

 Jordan Weaver, Program Coordinator and Advisor, LGBTQ Programs, University of 
Oklahoma 
 

Dr. Leon McClinton introduced Irissa Baxter. Her presentation was via Zoom video conference. 
Irissa gave a history of OSU’s Safe Zone, which was started by a student working in University 
Counseling Services in the early 2000s. Safe Zone is now under the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs. The purpose of Safe Zone training is to support, affirm and provide resources to the 
LGBTQ community. This training has three key objectives:  

 Defining a common language 
 Exploring common issues 
 Being an effective ally  

 
Irissa said Safe Zone membership is voluntary and an ongoing and active process. She 
mentioned safe zones should be visible with a signifier for those who have completed training. 
OSU provides colorful stickers that identify the area as a safe zone. She is looking to creating a 
data base for individuals to see who has participated in Safe Zone training.  
 
Dr. Will Wayne introduced Jordan Weaver. Jordan advised the council that OU’s Gender and 
Equality Center provides gender-based violence prevention, a 24-hour hotline and other LGBTQ 
programs. LGBTQ ally training is provided for faculty, K-12 educators and health providers. OU 
performed a campus-wide survey for their LGBTQ community. The survey’s highest results 
were being able to connect to resources as well as other LGBTQ individuals.  



 
Jordan said the average age of “coming out” is declining. The Department of Human Resources 
reports the age is now 13-14. Students and parents come to OU asking questions about support 
features for the LGBTQ community. He said nationally the college LGBTQ population is about 
20 percent. Jordan mentioned Campus Pride Index as a great starting point to perform a self-
audit to see how your campus compares to others.  

 
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 
 
4. Complete College America Momentum Year Project – Dr. Myron Pope, University of 
Central Oklahoma 
 
Myron provided a brief history of Complete College America, which was started in 2009. 
Oklahoma joined CCA in 2010. The CCA Oklahoma Alliance Team met at the 2018 Annual 
Convening in Chicago, IL in December and created the following goals: 

 Better understanding completion strategies and progress at each campus. 
 Improve statewide momentum pathway strategy. 
 Campus liaisons for CCA initiatives. 
 Improve communications and coordination between the existing Oklahoma State 

Regents for Higher Education councils and statewide completion goals/strategies. 
 

The Momentum Year Pathway was created to promote purpose first on-boarding and clear first 
year pathways. Dr. Tom McKeon and the State Regents’ staff would like to create a state team to 
work with CCA. The University of Central Oklahoma will host a summit this fall. Myron asked 
the council to start thinking about creating a team.   
 
5. Strategies for Reducing Accounts Receivables – Beth Howk, Bursar, OSU Institute of 
 Technology 
 
Beth discussed turning students over to collections versus students graduating. OSU Institute of 
Technology is in the process of placing students on a payment plan when they enroll. Financial 
aid is authorized up front so the student will see what they actually owe the university. Beth also 
said they are reaching out to students throughout the semester through emails, text messages and 
automated phone voice messages through the service Call-Em-All. They will also begin using a 
new program ECSI Recovery Select in April. This service contacts students 10 times in 90 days 
in an effort to help them pay off their account and be successful. This will also allow OSUIT to 
rank their collection agencies. The data shows 50 percent of students who do not participate in a 
payment plan would be dropped for nonpayment. Recovery Select estimates OSUIT will have a 
41 percent recovery rate.   
 
6. Online Student Sexual Assault Training Update – Dr. Ruth Boyd, Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University 
 
Ruth advised the council the task force met recently to discuss the possibility of OneNet hosting 
online student sexual assault training using the University of Oklahoma’s platform. The cost 
would be $6000 split across the institutions that would be willing to use the program. There is a 



possibility of customizing a few slides for each institution. A survey will be sent after spring 
break asking for additional information.  
 
7. Oklahoma Student Government Association Spring Congress Update – Daniel Williams, 
 OSGA President 
 
Daniel reported on Oklahoma Student Government Association Spring Congress, which was 
held at the Oklahoma State Capitol March 8-10, 2019. They had 143 students attend from 25 
institutions. There were 42 pieces of legislation submitted with 22 of those approved. Daniel said 
Spring Congress was very successful, the most diverse and had a very positive atmosphere. He 
also mentioned OSGA elections were held. Traeton Dansby, Northeastern State University, will 
serve as the 2019-20 President. Student Advisory Board members were also elected. Oklahoma 
State University has a vacancy, as students opted not to run. Will (OU) thanked Daniel for his 
time as OSGA president.  
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
8. Budget Update – Debbie Blanke 
 
Amanda Paliotta was unable to attend the meeting. Debbie Blanke gave a brief update. The 
Equalization Board certified over five hundred million additional dollars for the legislature to 
appropriate. The question now is how much will be allocated and how much will be put in 
Oklahoma’s Rainy Day Fund.  
 
9. Legislative Update – Joel Dean, Government Relations and Workforce Development 
 Coordinator, OSRHE  
 
Joel updated the council on the bills Governor Stitt recently signed. The governor will now have 
authority to hire and fire directors of the Department of Transportation, Department of 
Corrections, Office of Juvenile Affairs, Oklahoma Health Care Authority and Department of 
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services. All boards of the above agencies will be reseated.  
 
Joel mentioned the following bills: 

 Senate Bill 1 Creates the Legislative Office of Fiscal Transparency (LOFT).  
 House Bill 1990 Pilot program to create a new pathway for teacher certification. 
 House Bill 2625 Replaces Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation with the 

Commission for Educational Quality and Accountability. 
 Senate Bill 361 Free Speech relating to Higher Education 
 All medical marijuana/industrial hemp bills passed.     

 
10. State Regents’ Update – Debbie Blanke 
 
Debbie mentioned the items below: 

 Debbie advised the council that the SMART grant application process will open March 
25, 2019. The deadline to apply is May 2, 2019.  

 Reach Higher Adult Complete Initiative grant application. 



 Inside Track held training with the State Regents staff and others last week. Debbie 
would like to see how Inside Track training can be focused with CCA.  

 Oklahoma Native American Attainment Convening was held February 27, 2019, at Rose 
State College. A survey will be sent to the participants.  

 Oklahoma Military-Connected Student Success Conference was held February 22, 2019, 
at OU. One outcome of this conference is to focus on military prior learning assessment 
planning with course equivalency with military occupational specialties.  

 University of Central Oklahoma has a Student Personnel Masters’ Program. Dr. Ed 
Cunliff is interested in reconstituting advisory advice from professionals in the student 
affairs field. A lunch meeting will be hosted on April 11th after COSA if there is enough 
interest. Please let Debbie know if you would like to participate. 

 OSU Clery Center will hold a three-day training in October.  
 Dr. Kimberly Dickman will present a sexual assault training workshop in September. 

 
10. Announcements 
 
Joshua Busby (LU) sent an email inquiry to the council regarding substance abuse and alcohol 
assessments. He said the email issue at Langston has been resolved and would like anyone who 
was unable to reply to please resend the information. 
 
Ruth Boyd (SWOSU) mentioned a Ruffalo-Noel Levitz Student Success Presentation will be 
held today in the State Regents conference room as well as via Zoom video conference.  
 
11. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:36 
a.m. 
 
Upcoming Events of Interest to the Council 
 

 March 14, 2019 – Ruffalo-Noel Levitz Student Success Presentation – State Regents 
Office, Oklahoma City 

 March 18 – 22, 2019 – SPRING BREAK 
 April 6, 2019 – Reach Higher Flex Finish and Reach Higher Direct Complete Reception 

– Oklahoma History Center, Oklahoma City 
 April 17, 2019 - 2019 Spring Tinker Career Enhancement Fair, Tinker Air Force Base, 

Midwest City 
 April 25, 2019 – Public Hearing on Tuition and Fees – State Regents Office, Oklahoma 

City 
 May 29–31, 2019 – Midwest Campus Compact Conference – University of Minnesota, 

Minneapolis, MN 
 




