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Economic Development Council 

November 11, 2003; 1:30 – 3:00 pm 

Regents Conference Room, 2
nd

 Floor 

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

 Members present: 

Ann Ackerman, OCCC – chair  William Mayfield, ECU 

Joe Alexander, OSU    Patti Wilber, NWOSU 

Ray Brown, RSU    Gary Miller, CU  

Lana Reynolds, EOSC   Larry Sand, NSU 

Marvin Hankins, SWOSU    Eric Begley, OPSU 

Cecil Carter, MSC    Janet Cunningham, NWOSU 

Roger Stacy, NOC    Stan Greil, RSC 

Becky Bryant, EOSC 

 

Other persons present:  

  Randy Dominguez, TCC   Sid Hudson, OSRHE 

Jim Genandt, NEO     Cynthia Fuston, OSRHE 

Dale Fike, RCC     Connie Lake, OSRHE 

Judy Smith, CASC    Hugh McCrabb, OSRHE 

Randy Talley, USAO    Justin Bray, MerCruiser 

Kenneth Anderson, OGE   Gilbert Hall, OGE 

Don Ruby, NSU    Joel Roark, Nomadics 

 

1. Call to order by Chairperson Ann Ackerman.   

 

2. Approved the minutes; Cecil Carter motioned, William Mayfield seconded, passed. 

 

3. Joel Roark from Nomadics talked about spinning off a start up company from the 

research and technology learned at OSU.  Nomadics is a company that utilizes research 

and development dollars to help develop sensor products such as personal nerve agent 

badges, surface contamination devices, explosives and bio-tech sensors.  He stated many 

things higher education can do to assist startup companies including investing in 

professors by offering incentives to collaborate with industry and building a critical mass.  

Joel believes colleges and universities can also provide access to college facilities and 

intellectual property equipment.  Higher education can begin to aid in developing 

synergistic business opportunities 

 

4. Kenneth Anderson (OG&E), Gilbert Hall (OG&E), Justin Bray (Mercruiser), and Dr. 

Don Ruby (NSU) made a presentation on Oklahoma Partnership in Industry and 

Education (OPIE), a partnership that benefits both higher education and industry.  Thru 

mapping career paths that emphasize higher education, industries like OG&E and 

MerCruiser have been able to “raise the bar” in the working environment.  Many times 

institutions are offering these classes at the job site and companies are reimbursing 

employees for hours completed.  NSU has developed a Bachelor’s in Technology degree 

that allows students with an AAS degree to continue their education. 
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5. A Joint Meeting with Presidents’ Council, Council on Instruction and EDC was 

discussed. Ideas expressed included addressing the campus culture that sets up obstacles 

for partnerships and “getting beyond the barriers” within our own institutions.  

Excellence in manufacturing was discussed as a possible topic for the joint meeting.  

Members expressed positive feedback about a possible joint meeting.  Cecil Carter 

volunteered to help organize it. 

 

6. Sid thanked the council for their work on the EDGE project.  The public forums were a 

success – 1,000 people were expected to turn out for the event but they actually had 

2,400.  This exceeded the Governor’s expectations.  Sid informed the group the EDC by-

laws were accepted into policy by the State Board of Regents.  No relevant legislation has 

been pre-filed.   

 

7. Adjourned by Chairperson Ann Ackerman. 


