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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 
December 4, 2007 

State Regents’ Conference Room 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Kelly St. John, CASC; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Vic Woods, EOSC; Ray 

Murphy, NSU; Roger Stacy, NOC; Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Felix Aquino, OCCC; Diane 

Murphy, PSU; Tom Gray, OSU; Ray Brown, RSU; Stan Greil, RSC; Marvin Hankins, 

SWOSU; and Mary Ann Philpott, TCC 

    

Guests present: 

Vikki Dearing, ODOC; and OSRHE staff including Connie Lake, Cinnamon Bock and 

Cynthia Fuston 

 

 

1. Vice Chairperson Peter Abramo called the meeting to order.     

 

2. Marvin Hankins made a motion to approve the minutes from November’s meeting.  Roger 

Stacy seconded the motion.  The motion was carried. 

 

3. Dana Shadid, OCI, briefed the council on higher education’s role in the upcoming annual 

OCI conference.  The conference will be on March 25 & 26, 2008 at the Reed Center.  

Education, arts and tourism, and health are the three main topics of the conference.  The 

EDC’s breakout session will be on March 25
th

 from 3:30 – 4:45 pm.  The brochure was to 

be printed the week following the meeting and Stan Greil offered to provide OCI with the 

needed information about the EDC breakout session for the brochure. 

 

4. Kelly St. John provided an update on the Partnership Recognition Program.  The summary 

forms for the Partnership Recognition Program are due January 17, 2008 and are to be 

returned to Connie Lake.  Institutions that are recognizing a partner need to be in contact 

with their partner to explain the program, inform the partner of their recognition award, and 

remind them to save the date for the reception.  The only correspondence that will come 

from the State Regents office to the business partner is an invitation to the event. 

 

5. Bob Conner from OSU, informed the council of the upcoming Aerospace Summit to be 

held in Oklahoma City on June 25, 2008.  The mission for the summit is to bring together 

educators, industry and government to create the aerospace workforce of tomorrow.  

Sample programs or initiatives highlighted at the summit are internships, job shadowing, 

mentoring, and grants.  Mr. Conner is currently working with a wide range of individuals to 

help host this event.   

 

6. Other business – The council went around the table to talk about exciting initiatives 

happening on their campuses.  The highlights were: 

Roger Stacy talked about OPIE.  NOC has developed 13 degree options specifically for 

industry in the last nine years.   
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Marvin Hankins shared the success SWOSU is having with the internship program.   

Rick Wetherill talked about the successful partnership that created the new Arts District in 

Ada. 

Ray Brown shared that RSU’s Business Center has experienced an increase in demand for 

services.  

Diane Murphey talked about PSU effort to train firemen and police officers thru an existing 

degree program. 

Mary Ann Philpott highlighted TCC’s breakfast for all business advisory groups.  

Felix Aquino informed the council that OCCC has joined the Global Corporate College to 

leverage OCCC’s training resources.   

Stan Greil shared that RSC’s Business Center had also experienced a higher demand for 

services.     

 

7. Vice Chairperson Peter Abramo adjourned the meeting. 


