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Economic Development Council 
February 13, 2007 

Regents Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Ray Brown, RSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Cecil Carter, MSC; Stan Greil, 

RSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Diane Murphey, OPSU; Ray Murphy, NSU; Mary Ann 

Philpott, TCC; Nina Ritchie, CASC; Larry Smith, SSC; Justin Smedley, CareerTech; 

Randy Smith, WOSC; Steve Smith, EOSC; Rick Wetherill, ECU; and Patti Wilbur, 

NWOSU. 

    

Guests present: 

Vikki Dearing, ODOC; Felix Aquino, OCCC; Cinnamon Bock, CU and OSRHE staff 

including Cynthia Fuston, Connie Lake, Sid Hudson, and Christie Jones. 

 

 

1. Chairperson Patti Wilber called the meeting to order.  Justin Smedley was recognized as 

the designee to the council from CareerTech.   

 

2. Rick Wetherill motioned to approve the minutes for the January meeting and the motion 

was seconded by Cecil Carter. The motion was carried and the minutes approved. 

 

3. Chancellor Johnson shared with the council the goals for the Oklahoma State Regents for 

Higher Education.  The goals included better preparing student to face a global; ever 

changing economy; equip the institutions to be as successful as possible; and add value to 

the state’s growing economy.  Initiatives undertaken by the State Regents to achieve those 

goals are the cooperative alliances with technology centers, adult degree completion 

program, concurrent enrollment, student portal, financial aid, and workforce and economic 

development.  Chancellor Johnson thanked the Governor and Members of the Oklahoma 

Legislature for investing in higher education, their confidence in higher education and the 

work that higher education accomplishes.  He looks forward to working with the council. 

 

4. The best practice was the Southwestern Oklahoma Impact Coalition (SOIC) and was 

presented by Peter Abramo and Jack Bryant.  SOIC is a collaboration of entities working to 

support economic development activities in the southwest counties of Oklahoma. Seven 

entities including five higher education institutions make up the board of directors for 

SOIC.  The primary focus of SOIC is to help overcome obstacles prohibiting a strong 

economy in this region.  More information on SOIC can be found at soiconline.org.   

  

5. Peter Abramo from Cameron University and Jack Bryant from Redlands Community 

College discussed the actions for the Website Committee including the development of the 

EDC website, the RFP for the logo competition, and the creation of the Wiki for the EDC 

at edthewiki.okhighered.org.  The website is currently being developed and will be located 

at okedc.org.  Information from several institutions had not been received.  Cynthia will 



 

 2 

send out a list of institutions who had submitted the requested information in order to get 

the remaining institution’s information for the website. 

 

The wiki is up and available for discussion.  Each EDC member should receive a password 

and user name via email.  This information will enable members to access the wiki and get 

started with discussions and postings.  

 

Dr. Abramo discussed the logo competition and explained the rules to the council.  Nina 

Ritchie made a motion to accept the rules with the “full-time student” requirement stricken 

and replaced by “a student in good standing at an institution in the State System”.  Stan 

Greil seconded the motion and the motion was carried.  The RFP for the competition 

should be issued in the next week.  Award for winning competition will be a $500 stipend. 

 

6. Connie Lake, Assistant Vice Chancellor, reminded the group that the Partnership 

Recognition Program will be April 24 at Redlands Community College and the 

nominations will be due no later than February 19
th

.  The internship survey was underway 

with a deadline of February 19.  Ms. Lake also notified the group that Roy Cail was retiring 

and read an email from Mr. Cail to the group.  Connie Lake also told the group that the 

Presidents had expressed their appreciation to the group for their work.     

 

7. Other business discussion included the upcoming Taking Care of Business Conference 

hosted by the Department of Commerce on February 28 at the Moore/Norman Technology 

Center.   

 

8. Chairperson Patti Wilbur adjourned the meeting. 


