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Economic Development Council 
May 8, 2007 

Regents Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Felix Aquino, OCCC; Ray Brown, RSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Cecil 

Carter, MSC; Stan Greil, RSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Mac McCrory, OSU-OKC; 

Diane Murphey, OPSU; Ray Murphy, NSU; Mary Ann Philpott, TCC; Randy Smith, 

WOSC; and Roger Stacy, NOC. 

 

Guests present: 

Tom Gray, Robert Chunard, Glenn Friedman, Wes Devero and Max Cunick, OSU; Vikki 

Dearing, ODOC; and OSRHE staff including Cynthia Fuston, Connie Lake, Debbie 

Turlip, and Christie Jones. 

 

 

1. Vice Chairperson Jack Bryant called the meeting to order.  Cecil motioned to approve the 

minutes for the April meeting.  Mac McCrory seconded the motion and the minutes were 

carried.  

 

2. Tom Gray, OSU, presented opportunities available through the Center for Innovation and 

Economic Development Inc.  The center has a loan program available to use for 

community development projects, establishing new businesses, or expanding existing 

businesses.  The loan program is available statewide for entities located in communities 

with a population less than 25,000.  The maximum loan is $150,000 and cannot exceed 

75% of the total capital required for the venture.  For every $20,000 borrowed, one full-

time position must be created or retained.  For more information about this loan program 

contact Tom Gray at 405.744.2325 or Wes Devero 918.833.1956.  

 

3. Mac McCrory, OSU-OKC, presented a best practice on OSU–OKC’s Certified Nurses Aid 

(CNA) training program.  A gap analysis was conducted and it was determined a need 

existed for a training program for Certified Nurses Aids.  Through grants and other private 

partnerships, the training is offered for free with a one year commitment from the 

participant to work in a long term care facility in Oklahoma.  When the program began, the 

goals to be reached by year 3 of the program included training 1,000 people with a pass 

rate of 75%.  Currently, the program is in year two and 800 have been trained with an 89% 

pass rate.  Other issues are being researched to expand the program include professional 

development and creating a career pathway for the CNA’s to become either LPN or RN’s.   

 

4. The vice chairperson took nominations for the Vice Chairperson for 2007-08.  After two 

nominations, Cecil Carter motioned to close the nominations and Kathy Hendricks 

seconded.  The motion passed.  The council then voted on the incoming vice chairperson 

with Peter Abramo from Cameron University receiving the highest total of votes.  Peter 

Abramo will be the vice chairperson for 2007-08.  
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5. Connie Lake, Assistant Vice Chancellor, thanked the individuals responsible for planning 

the Economic Development Partnership Recognition Program reception and the Oklahoma 

Department of Commerce for their generous sponsorship of the event.  Connie asked the 

group to provide feedback about the event which could help in planning the event in 2008.  

The Enrichment Funds reports are due June 1
st
.  Ms. Lake will be presenting the Internship 

Inventory research at the next Presidents’ Council meeting and would be happy to provide 

the findings to the council at their next meeting.  

 

6. In other business, Kathy Hendricks told the council of possible activities planned for the 

June EDC meeting in Durant.  The meeting will begin at 10:30 am on June 12.   

 

7. Vice Chairperson Jack Bryant adjourned the meeting. 


