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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 
May 13, 2008 

State Regents’ Conference Room 

 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Vic Woods, EOSC; Ray Murphy, NSU; Roger Stacy, NOC; Diane 

Murphy, PSU; Tom Gray, OSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Larry Smith, SSC; Marvin Hankins, 

SWOSU; and Mary Ann Philpott, TCC; Robert Lindley, UCO; and Randy Smith, 

WOSC. 

    

Guests present: 

Vikki Dearing, ODOC; and OSRHE staff including Connie Lake, and Cinnamon Bock. 

 

 

1. Chairperson Jack Bryant called the meeting to order. 

 

2. Roger Stacy made a motion to approve the minutes from April’s meeting.  Larry Smith 

seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 

 

3. Mary Philpott, TCC representative, shared with the Council her institution’s success in 

obtaining a Community-Based Job Training Grant from the U.S. Department of Labor, 

Employment and Training Administration.  The three-year grant is in the amount of $1.74 

million to create the Regional Information Technology Development Initiative (RITDI) for 

the Tulsa area.  The goals are to promote IT opportunities, increase TCC’s capacity in the 

IT area, increase awareness of employment opportunities in IT, and to train 200 incumbent 

and dislocated workers for employment in the IT industry.  The headquarters of this 

initiative is at the northeast TCC campus.  More information regarding this proposal can be 

found at www.doleta.gov. 

 

4. Report on Partnership Recognition reception and ceremony – The event was a success and 

thanks was given to RSC for hosting the reception.  A follow-up evaluation survey will be 

sent to the EDC members and participants of the Partnership Recognition Program for the 

purpose of improving the event in the future. 

 

5. Selection of vice chair – It was a unanimous decision of the selection committee, Felix 

Aquino, Mary Ann Philpot, Jack Bryant and Tom Gray – chair, to nominate Larry Smith as 

the EDC vice chair for 2008-09.  The Council as a whole will vote on both the executive 

committee and the vice chair at the June meeting. 

 

6. Other business – Cinnamon Bock shared with the Council an important project she is 

working on with the Department of Commerce.  The work of this project will be taking 

place over the next couple of months.  She will be gathering information regarding the 

higher education services provided to business and industry.  This information will be 

linked to two sites that Department of Commerce hosts:  OKstartup.com and 

Growoklahoma.com.  Currently, there is an area on the EDC website which hosts this type 
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of information.  Unfortunately, it is very incomplete with information from only 9 of the 25 

institutions.  The information on the EDC website is more of an informative narrative than 

a dynamic website where businesses can get to specific information and contact 

information they require.  She will be working on gathering data from all of our institutions 

to compile a complete listing of Higher Educations Services for Business & Industry and 

taking this information and building it into a reformatted more robust user friendly website.  

She has presented this project to the Presidents Council at their May monthly meeting.  

They all agreed that this is an important and necessary component of economic 

development in higher education and she will be keeping them apprised to the progress 

being made. She plans to use the early part of June to collect all the data, and then build 

that information into the data base during July.  The site will then be presented to the EDC 

Executive Committee in August and to the entire Council in September. 

 

7. Chairperson Jack Bryant adjourned the meeting. 


