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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
September 14, 2010 

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 

 

 

Members present: 

Arun Tilak, CU; Nina Ritchie, CASC (via video); Cecil Carter, MSC; Susan Waldron, 

NEO A&M; Traci Schwerdtfeger, NOC; Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Greg Gardner, OCCC; 

Diane Murphy, PSU; Tom Gray, OSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Ray Brown, RSU; Stan Greil, 

RSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Robert Lindley, UCO; Erik 

Guzik, USAO; and Lisa Greenlee, WOSC 

 

Guests present: 

Anita Gordy-Watkins, OSU-IT; Heather Kay, OSU-OKC; Evelyn Bollenbach, OSU-

OKC; Steven Bloomberg, OCCC; Bridget Forshay, ECU; David Thomison VP of 

enterprise services, i2E; William Paiva, Oklahoma Life Sciences Fund; Timothy Harlin, 

Governor’s Cup Student Participant; Bob Anthony, Tony Hutchison, Robin McAlister, 

Emelia Ross and Renae Brill, OSRHE staff. 

 

1. Welcome 

Chairperson Stan Greil called the meeting to order at 1:45 p.m.   

2. Introductions of all members and guests  

Introductions were made and guests were welcomed by Chairperson Stan Greil. 

3. Approval of June 9, 2009 EDC meeting minutes 
 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the June 8, 2010 

meeting of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 

4. Main Topics:  

a. Governor’s Cup Completion 

1. Overview and Introduction – David Thomison, VP of enterprise 

services, i2E 

Mr. Thomison told the group that since its inception, the Governor’s 

Cup Competition has involved 26 campuses, and 800 plus students 

working on more than 220 innovative ideas. In addition, 250 students 

and faculty attended the Who Wants to Be an Entrepreneur workshop 

and 50 business leaders and entrepreneurial executives were set to attend 

a luncheon the next week to interface and work with the students and 

faculty.  The Governor’s Cup has awarded $900,000 in cash prizes to 

students, and this year that amount will top $1 million. They also have 
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awarded $30,000 in student scholarships, and they paid $80,000 for 

entrepreneurial fellows to work at Oklahoma companies during the 

summer.  Mr. Thomison said that i2E would be happy to come out to 

any institution to lecture, visit with interested students and talk about the 

Governor’s Cup.  Freshman and sophomores at two-year institutions can 

compete and have competed in the past, he reminded the group. He 

asked EDC members to encourage their students and faculty to 

participate because it serves as a great supplement to classroom work   

 

2. William Paiva, Oklahoma Life Sciences Fund and Timothy Harlin, 

Governor’s Cup Student Participant 

William Paiva, a venture capitalist and Governor’s Cup judge for the 

past seven years, said he has been impressed with quality of 

presentations in the competition which he said was a testament to the 

quality of university programs and a focus on entrepreneurship. The 

opportunities this competition provides are very real and not just an 

academic exercise, he said. A number of students have received angel 

funding beyond the competition awards, and one recently received a $12 

million stimulus grant out of Tulsa. The students that participate receive 

valuable, real-world experience and several participants have been hired 

by his firm or its portfolio companies.  

 

Student participant Timothy Harlin spoke about how the Governor’s 

Cup competition had opened up doors for him.  He has had a chance to 

network with professionals who are out in the workforce doing what he 

wants to do. It gives students a chance to meet the professionals in their 

field, work with them and impress them. It was the most significant 

experience in his college career, he said. It allows students to integrate 

all their experience into one final project. There are many opportunities 

to leverage this competition into real-world experience, he said. He 

urged EDC members to encourage their students to participate in this 

opportunity.  

 

b. SQ 744 Briefing – Bob Anthony, OSRHE Legal Counsel 

Bob Anthony spoke about the legal issues surrounding discussion of State 

Question 744 for state employees. He distributed a sheet which described what 

state employees can and can’t do in regards to the state question.   

 

c. Legal Issues in Higher Education Conference – Bob Anthony, OSRHE Legal 

Counsel 

Bob Anthony announced the Legal Issues in Higher Education Conference which 

is Oct. 12 at Oklahoma Memorial Union/OU Campus. The registration deadline is 

Oct. 1.  

 

5. Best practice Presentation: Texoma Regional Consortium & STEM Academy – Kathy 

Hendrick, Director of Center for Regional Competitiveness, SEOSU 
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Workforce Opportunity Resources for Kids (WORK) abstract   

 provided by Kathy Hendrick 

The Workforce Opportunity Resources for Kids (WORK) program focus is to reduce 

dropout rates and educate students about future job.  This program is a tool to provide 

knowledge about the educational and work opportunities that exist in the Texoma region, 

as well as what students need to prepare for upon graduation.  The Southeastern 

Oklahoma State University Center for Regional Economic Development (SE CRED) and 

Texoma Regional Consortium (TRC) are providing an interface between 

businesses/manufacturers, educators, and the students.  The idea of preparing and 

ensuring a future workforce is two-fold: increase high school graduates and assist in the 

retention of business by having a qualified workforce and retaining young people in this 

region.  This effort provides an interactive conversation of the type of education and/or 

skills needed to excel in the job market. WORK consists of several activities:  It Starts 

Now! DVD, Real Life Math!, METS Lab, a Parental Engagement Project, and a Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Youth Camp.  

 

It is the intention of the SE CRED and TRC to reach as many middle and high schools in 

the two-states, 16 county regional service area with a WORK Packet during the FY 2011 

and FY 2012 school years.   

 

The sponsors of this project believe that this packet when used by the educator will 

impact numerous students and encourage graduation from high school.  With the support 

of educators and businesses, this program will inspire the area young people to have a 

plan for going into the workforce, attending a technical school, or starting college upon 

high school graduation. 

 

The expected outcomes are: 

a. a reduction in high school dropout rates, which will ensure stronger,   safer 

communities,  

b. a prepared workforce, which will assist in regional business recruitment and 

retention, and  

c. a reduction in brain drain, which is losing best and brightest, which are our future 

workers and leaders. 

 

6. Review and approve meeting dates for 2010-2011 

 

The meeting dates were presented for the approval of the council. After brief discussion 

and confirmation of dates and times, the meeting dates were approved. 

 

7. Review of EDC priorities for the year and establish 2010-2011 working committees: 

 

A. Fall Planning Retreat: Priorities and Issues – Kathy Hendrick and Traci 

Schwerdtfeger, co-chairs - The Chair asked Kathy Hendrick and Traci Schwerdtfeger to 

give an update.  There was some discussion about the start time of the retreat.  Heather 

Kay and Cecil Carter volunteered to be on the committee.  The Retreat will be on Oct. 25 

from 10:30 am to 7:30p.m. 
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Partnership Recognition Program Event Planning – Greg Gardner, Chair; Kathy 

Hendrick & Larry Smith, committee members - The Chair asked Greg Gardner to 

give an update on the PRP.  It will be in Seminole at SSC on April 26.  There was some 

discussion on the location being outside the metro area. 

 

C. EDC Action Plan Assignments – Stan Greil - There was discussion and Jack Bryant 

volunteered to be on the committee.  

 

D. EDC Website Content Review – Jack Bryant - Stan Greil stated that he and Mr. 

Bryant talked earlier today and that the Regents staff will assume that the website 

maintenance within the next year.  Patti Wilber volunteered to be on the committee.  

 

8. State Regents Update- Tony Hutchison, Vice Chancellor for Strategic Planning, 

Analysis and Workforce and Economic Development, OSRHE 

The Chair asked Tony Hutchinson to update on the State Regents.  Economic 

Development has become a high priority of the State Regents, Presidents and the staff 

this year.  The Regents, presidents and staff have all had retreats in the past month and 

economic development was identified as the main focus for the coming year. At the 

president’s retreat, Dave Lopez, President of SBC Oklahoma, talked about the linkages 

between business and higher education.  He suggested that we should focus on business 

and higher education alliances.  Chairman of the State Regents Jody Parker, a 

businessman from Tulsa, also spoke to the presidents about his concern for the future of 

higher education, and the economy and his desire for the State Regents to become more 

aligned with workforce and economic development.  Mr. Hutchison also described the 

State Regents’ work on Complete College America, which Oklahoma was invited to 

participate in along with 22 other states. It is funded by the Lumina, Ford, Kellogg, and 

Gates Foundations, among others, and the goal is for the United States to again lead the 

world in college attainment rates.  It is really a stretch goal, he said, and we are looking at 

1,700 more credentials a year compounded for 10 years. 

 

9. Council of Presidents’ Economic & Community Development Committee update – 

Robin McAlister on behalf of Connie Lake, OSRHE 

Ms. McAlister reported that the President’s October meeting agenda includes a 

Governor’s Cup presentation by i2E, the November meeting will include a State of the 

Economy presentation by the Federal Reserve, and the December 7 agenda will include a 

presentation on the Manufacturing Alliance by Dr. Roy Peters. 

 

10. Department of Commerce update – Robin McAlister, OSRHE 

Ms. McAlister presented some figures on the amount of investment potentially generated 

by the business recruitment projects she has worked on with the Dept. of Commerce. She 

also distributed a new draft of the business services chart and told members that it 

continues to be a work in progress that we have gotten feedback from the President’s on. 

The chart is also available on the EDC section of the State Regents website. She also 

distributed a copy of the Green Activities in Higher Ed document that the staff has been 

compiling. The document describes many of the Green academic, research and campus 
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activities occurring at campuses across the state. This document was also reviewed by the 

presidents and we have incorporated their feedback. 

 

11. Bring Successes! – be prepared to share in two minutes what’s happening at your 

institution.   
Heather Kay–OSU-OKC will be holding a Job and Career Expo on Sept. 30 from 10am 

to 1:30 pm with more than 50 different employers.  This is always a huge success, she 

said.  There is a new AAS in renewable and sustainable energy that will be available this 

fall semester.  Also, enrollment is up to almost 8,000 students on campus. 

 

Diane Murphy–OPSU’s enrollment is up to 1,393 students, which is a 30-year high.  

Over the summer, OPSU put in a $1.3 million electrical upgrade which will help with 

energy conservation.  All the materials and labor were donated by Tri-County Electric 

which is one of the largest single donations the university has ever had.  Also, they have 

accomplished one of their Making Place Matter objectives through the development of 

the new AA degree for firemen, EMT and police. Their number one priority from MPM 

was Strategic Services Degrees because they have a real need in the Panhandle area for 

fireman, EMT, and police.  So, they created the new AA Degree which incorporates all 

three areas. 

 

Greg Gardner–OCCC has a more than 14,000 students this semester.  The ground-

breaking on the new auditorium will be this fall. This will be the largest venue between 

downtown Oklahoma City and Norman. 

 

Cecil Carter–MSC has been working this summer to close out a grant that will help build 

a building in Mill Creek, Oklahoma, population 400.  Over three years, they have 

received more than $1 million in grants. The new building will add 15 new jobs. 

 

Eric Guzik–USAO was mentioned on the Today Show on August 7 as one of the US 

News Best Schools and Best Values. They were featured between Harvard and Yale. 

Also, HP asked USAO to join a Global Consortium on the 21
st
 century classroom.  They 

will be working with Anadarko public school 8
th

 graders for the program. 

 

Nina Ritchie–CASC’s enrollment is also experiencing record highs.  They have a Title III 

grant which is focused on retention.  In Ft Smith, Whirlpool is still gradually shutting 

down.  Other large companies are also shutting their doors and releasing workers. The 

unemployment population has increased, she said.   

 

Jack Bryant–RCC received notice that their Students Sports Service grant was renewed 

for another five years.  Also, the Veterans Upward Bound program was renewed.  They 

also received a grant to work with the Chisholm Trail History Depository.  In addition, 

enrollment is up 11.5 percent, he said.  They have been working with a group called 

CORD (Central Oklahoma Regional Development) which is made up of representatives 

from ten communities and five counties.  All the city councils involved put funding into 

the program and now they are in the process of finding an executive director. 
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Ray Brown–RSU is hosting the Heartland Energy Conference on Sept. 15. The 

conference will have 25 speakers and six different tracks.  Marvin Hankins and Ray 

Brown were funded by the EDA for university center grants.  RSU will be providing 

technical assistance to entrepreneurs and small businesses in NE Oklahoma.  They also 

have a program launching soon called Certified Entrepreneur Ready Community.  They 

will be working with communities in NE Oklahoma as part of a collaborative effort with 

NEO, Career Techs, and economic development officials in the area to build support for 

small businesses.  On Nov. 17, RSU will host an Economic Gardening workshop which 

is free and will be featuring one of the leading economic developers for rural areas.   

 

Patti Wilber – NWOSU enrollment is the largest in more than 40 years. They continue to 

work with their partner that they recognized through the Partnership Recognition 

Program.  One exciting development in NW Oklahoma is the restoration of the Great Salt 

Plains Lake. The Core of Engineers administration came to Alfalfa County July 20 for a 

public meeting, at which they expected about 10-15 people. When word got out, about 

200-250 showed up instead. They hosted another workshop later on and more than 150 

people showed up. Their region is putting the pressure on because of the economic 

impact of the Great Salt Plains Lake to their region and the regional economy. So things 

are looking up for this project, she said. 

 

Tom Gray–OSU will have a booth at the SBIR National Conference on Nov. 8-10. 

 

Robert Lindley–UCO has more than 17,000 students enrolled this semester and that’s an 

all-time record for them.  They opened up two new buildings this fall:  the Forensic 

Science Institute, which is the first higher ed building to receive the certification for 

Green Building, and the Transformative Learning Center. 

 

Arun Tilak–CU has the highest enrollment in 102 years. But the concern is, he said, are 

they going to get jobs when they get out? 

 

Bridget Forshay–ECU is working on MPM and has teamed up with SSC.   

They are focusing on three initiatives: healthcare, criminal justice and economic 

development with cultural and arts programming. They are working with Mercy Health 

Systems to expand the nursing program and they also are expanding the criminal justice 

program.  This summer, their arts incubator opened so they have two new art-based 

businesses.  The first one is 2,500 sq ft fine arts supply store owned by Dr. Wetherill’s 

daughter, Erin. The second one is a 1,000 sq ft commercial embroidery store that just 

opened last week. They also have a 650 sq ft space that is available for a third business 

and an office that is housed by the economic developer for rural business.   

 

Susan Waldron–NEO A&M is also experiencing record enrollment, but echoed Arun’s 

concern about where they will work. She said the institution has joined forces with RSU 

and NSU on the MPM efforts.  She also mentioned how far they’ve come since their 

flood disaster a few years ago.  They have dedicated a new science building, labs and 

athletic training facility.  They also have torn down the dorms that were damaged and are 

looking at rebuilding new dormitories. 

http://www.bing.com/search?q=Entrepreneur&FORM=QSRE1
http://www.bing.com/search?q=Entrepreneur&FORM=QSRE1
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Traci Schwerdtfeger–NOC is working with Kathy Long with the Ponca City 

Development Authority on a proposed consortium between NOC, Pioneer Tech, and 

industry and business partners for the new green grant application. 

 

Stan Greil–RSC will be celebrating its 40
th

 anniversary on Oct. 5 with a 70’s-themed 

event.  Jimmy “JJ” Walker will be the MC for the event which will feature bands such as 

Stylistics, the Blue Notes and the Main Ingredient.  They also just installed a new job 

kiosk which looks like an ATM but can do job searches locally and nationwide.   

 

12. New Business 

 

No new business. 

 

13. Adjournment  
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 

3:45 p.m. 


