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Minutes of the 
Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
November 8, 2011 

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 
 

 
Members present: 

Arun Tilak, CU (via-video); Janet Wansick, EOSC (via-video); Cecil Carter, MSU; 
Bethene Fahnestock, NEO A&M (via-video); Jerry Cook, NSU (via-video); Traci 
Schwerdtfeger, NOC; Diane Murphy, OPSU (via-video); Joe Alexander, OSU; Jack 
Bryant, RCC; Ray Brown, RSU; Stan Greil, RSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Doug Misak, 
SWOSU (via-video); Mary Philpott, TCC; Erik Guzik, USAO; and Lisa Greenlee, 
WOSC (via-video) 

 
Guests present: 

Anita Gordy-Watkins, OSUIT; Heather Kay, OSU-OKC; Vikki Dearing, ODOC; 
Houston Davis, OSRHE Staff; Tony Hutchison, OSRHE Staff; Holley Hunt, OSRHE 
Staff; Emelia Ross, OSRHE Staff; Connie Lake OSRHE Staff; Jarrod Cordova, OSRHE 
Staff and Renae Brill, OSRHE staff. 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions of all members and guests 

Chairperson Kathy Hendrick called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. Introductions were 
made and guests were welcomed.  

2. Approval of October 11, 2011 EDC meeting minutes 
 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the October 11, 2011, 
meeting of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 
3. Main Topics:  

a. Complete College America, Dr. Houston Davis, OSRHE 
Dr. Davis briefed the EDC about the Complete College America (CCA) initiative 
that the state of Oklahoma is participating in as part of a nationwide effort to 
increase the amount of post-secondary credentials by 67 percent by the year 2023. 
CCA merged with the National Governors Association’s (NGA), Complete to 
Compete program. Upon discovering Governor Fallin’s interest in the NGA’s 
program, the state’s leadership bought into the idea of adopting and fully 
committing to the CCA initiative.   
 

b. Partnership Recognition Program (PRP) on-line registration demonstration, 
Connie Lake, OSRHE 
Connie Lake demonstrated how the on-line Partnership Recognition Program 
registration process will work. Each institution president will receive a letter from 
the chancellor, with the website URL and a PIN to access the on-line registration. 
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The registration page will have a link on it that will take you to the PRP page 
where you can find the overview, instructions, summary examples, picture 
samples and a map and directions to OSU-OKC.  The deadline for submission is 
January 31, 2012.     

 
4. Committee Reports 

a. Working Committees 
1. Higher Education data, Mary Philpott, Committee Chair 
Ms. Philpott reported that Diane Murphy spoke this week with Connie Lake 
and Tony Hutchison and talked about what type of data the EDC would 
need.  Mary Philpott and Diane will post an update on LinkedIn and send 
out an email to all the EDC members to find out what kind of informational 
data they would find helpful.    

2. Internal communications, Janet Wansick, Committee Chair 
Dr. Wansick stated that some people have been using the LinkedIn 
discussion group and some are still not.  She stressed how important it is for 
all the EDC to join the group on LinkedIn and how valuable it has been to 
her as a new member of the Council and the economic development 
community. 

3. External communications, Jack Bryant, Committee Chair 
Mr. Bryant stated that the committee met on the 27th of October.  The 
committee realized that the external audience includes many diverse 
agencies, the committee felt like they needed to identify what the EDC 
priorities are and work towards communicating those to external agencies 
with specific messages. Connie Lake mentioned that it might be a good idea 
to review the slideshow presentation shown by Tony Hutchison to ensure 
that there is a consistent message coming from what the Chancellor shared 
with the senate legislative committee and the EDC external communication 
committee.    

5. Partnership Recognition Program Committee,  Heather Kay and Kathy Hendrick, co-
chairs 
Ms. Lake stated that the committee met on October 6th.  She stated that the online 
registration is up and ready to go and that the committee is waiting on the letter from the 
Chancellor to be sent out to the presidents sometime this week.  Connie also mentioned 
that the Chancellor has extended an invitation to Lt. Governor Todd Lamb.  The PRP will 
be held at Oklahoma State University-OKC (OSU-OKC) on April 24, 2012.  OSU-OKC 
will provide a photographer and student leadership as escorts.  The pictures at the event 
will be uploaded to a Flicker account after the program is over.  Ms. Lake said that she has 
not heard back from the Department of Commerce about their continued sponsorship.  
Kathy stated that the deadline for PRP submissions will be January 31, 2012. 
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6. State Regents update – Tony Hutchison, Vice Chancellor for Strategic Planning & 
Analysis and Workforce and Economic Development, OSRHE 
Mr. Hutchison briefed the EDC about some ideas he has for delivering business 
intelligence data to the EDC and other education research agencies. His intentions are to 
make business intelligence data easily accessible and useful for economic development. 
Mr. Hutchinson hopes to have this data delivery system available by the end of next 
calendar.    
 
Mr. Hutchison highlighted the negative perception that higher education has been receiving 
in the media lately. The Regents has done a good job of responding to the questions raised 
about the value of higher education. Chancellor Johnson gave an in-depth presentation to a 
state senate legislative committee to answer the charges made by the Oklahoma Council for 
Public Affairs.  
 
The last item Mr. Hutchison discussed was the issue of higher education receiving an open 
record act exemption for economic development purposes. Mr. Hutchison shared the 
message from the last presidents’ council meeting of whether or not to modify the Open 
Records Act for economic development as a part of next year’s legislative agenda. Mr. 
Hutchison suggested the regents’ may want to explore the notion of having the Department 
of Commerce carry that issue forward.  
 

7. New Business 
a. Vikki Dearing provided the EDC members with a copy of the new ODOC contact 

list that reflects their current organizational structure. 
 

b. Connie Lake shared that the Business Support Services website is now live.  
Connie passed out an informational handout.  Emelia Ross designed the logo and 
made the handout.  Presently the State Regents has the rights to 
okhigheredconnect.org as well as okhigheredconnect.com website domains.  
Additionally, there is a quick response (QR) code you can scan and it will take 
you straight to the database. 

 
c. Jack Bryant share with the council that the Governor’s office is launching a new 

program.  The governor’s office is launching the Fallinforbusiness.com on 
November 21st.  They are looking for partners to get the word out about this 
business survey initiative.  The plan is to survey 6,000 businesses in Oklahoma to 
obtain feedback about what businesses in the state need so that policy can be 
proposed during the next legislative session to improve the Oklahoma business 
climate.  Jack Bryant made a motion for the EDC to pledge to Commerce that the 

EDC would participate in this and that they would assist in the outreach effort to 

Oklahoma businesses to respond to the survey. Jack would also recommend two 
people to represent the EDC at the launch meeting and suggested both the EDC 
chairman and Connie Lake as a representative of the Regents’ office.  The motion 
was voted on and unanimously passed.   
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d. Ray Brown stated that on Wednesday, November 16th, RSU will be hosting the 
Economic Gardening conference.   

 
e. Stan Greil shared with the committee that sometime in spring of 2012, Rose State 

will convene a military college consortium to invite colleges and universities that 
are impacted by military installations and talk about the current challenges and 
future challenges of the defense cuts and the economic impact their installation 
has on the community.  Stan also will be in need of a new small business 
development director, he is looking for an interim person.   

 
f. Kathy Hendrick shared that Connie, Heather and Kathy presented last month at 

the University Economic Development Association in Indianapolis.  It was 
Heather’s and Connie’s first time to attend this conference and it was very 
informative. Additionally, they discovered Oklahoma is very unique with its 
EDC.  Their presentation was well received and Oklahoma was well represented. 

 
 

8. Adjournment  
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 
3:45 p.m. 


