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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
June 13, 2011 

Professional Training Center, Rose State College 

Midwest City, OK 

 

 

Members present: 

Nina Ritchie, CASC; Arun Tilak, CU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Cecil Carter, MSC; Jerry 

Cook, NSU; Traci Schwerdtfeger, NOC; Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Greg Gardner, OCCC; 

Diane Murphey, OPSU; Heather Kay, OSU-OKC; Jack Bryant, RCC; Stan Greil, RSC; 

Kathy Hendrick, SEOSU; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Mary Philpott, TCC; Robert 

Lindley, UCO; Lisa Greenlee, WOSC 

 

Guests present: 

Anita Gordy-Watkins, OSUIT; Doug Misak, SWOSU; Steve Bloomberg, OCCC; 

Heather Reichert, OU; Josh Waddell OSRHE intern, Jarrod Cordova and Connie Lake - 

OSRHE staff. 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions of all members and guests  

Chairperson Stan Greil called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.   

2. Approval of May 10, 2011 EDC meeting minutes  

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the May 10, 2011 

meetings of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 

3. Best Practice:  “Best Practices in GED” by Steve Bloomberg, Oklahoma City 

Community College 

 

The chair recognized Greg Gardner to introduce his program and he in turn introduced 

Steve Bloomberg of OCCC. Steve had a nice PP presentation and imparted many 

statistics on ABE/GEDT [Adult Basic Education and General Education Development 

Training]. The GED program was started in 1942, to train service men to get their high 

school equivalency. The program began to be offered in New York to the general public 

in 1947. By 1974 it was being offered in all 50 states. Over 17 million persons have 

obtained their GED since 1943. Steve also pointed out that it is estimated that only 60% 

of high school graduates could pass today’s six hour GED test.  Steve had to cut his 

presentation short, but opined that this program was filling a great need in the market 

place. 

 

 

4. Approval of EDC page on OSRHE website 
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The chair recognized Connie Lake to share with the council the new web page for the 

EDC’s review and comment. In general people liked it. The page would be a “button” on 

the OSRHE web page. The overview sparked about 16 minutes of spirited discussion 

about the page’s suitability.  Whereupon, Jack Bryant moved and Kathy Hendrick 

seconded the motion to adopt the page. It passed unanimously 

 

5. For the 2012 Partnership Recognition Program committee 

 

The Partnership Recognition Program [PRP] was discussed at length. The 2012 

Partnership Recognition Committee will be Kathy Hendrick, CoChair; Heather Kay, 

CoChair; Tracy Schwerdtfeger and Heather Reichert. There followed another spirited 

discussion on having or not having a “video” during the PRP. After a thorough 

discussion, there arose a consensus not to do a “video” for each honoree. A large cheer 

erupted.  

 

6. Selection of the 2011-12 executive committee members (two from each of the two-year 

and four-year tiers) 

 

The chair sought nominations and there was a flurry of nominations. It was finally 

narrowed down to (4 year schools) Rick Wetherill and Jerry Cook) and (2 year schools) 

Lisa Greenlee and Nina Ritchie.  Nominations ceased. The nominees were elected by 

acclamation.  

 

7. Confirmation vote of the Vice Chairperson from the two-year tier for the 2011-12 

academic year 

 

Ratification of Vice Chairman for FY 2012: Previously Greg Gardner had been 

suggested. Jack Bryant made the nomination and it was seconded by Lisa Greenlee that 

Greg Gardner becomes the Vice Chairman of the EDC for the coming year.  It passed 

unanimously. 

 

8. New Business 

 

Josh explained the survey that he would be doing for the Council of Presidents. 

 

The chairman then called for a 30 second update from each school and that time limit was 

not heeded in many cases. Most took 2 to 3 minutes. 

 

Robert Lindley – UCO announced his retirement from UCO 

 

Kathy Hendrick – SEOSU said the OK Southeast Golf Striper event was very successful 

with 21 corporate site locators in attendance. 

 

Marvin Hankins – SWOSU announced he was retiring in 17 days 
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Lisa Greenlee – WOSC mentioned the EDC annual retreat would be September 12 and 

13 at Quartz Mountain 

 

Jack Bryant – RCC announced that the Redlands women came in 2
nd

 in the golf 

tournament. 

 

Jerry Cook – NSU said he would continue to work on the regional development team 

 

Heather Kay – OSU-OKC announced that Natalie Shirley had taken office and OSU-

OKC would be celebrating their 50
th

 year. 

 

Patti Wilber – NWOSU said her college was deactivating the Business Development 

Center and she would be returning to the class room. 

 

Cecil Carter – MSC reminded the council that once again, MSC was seeking a new 

President.  He built upon Kathy’s report that Corporate Site locators felt our society was 

being “dumbed’ down, not from college graduates but for jobs not necessarily requiring a 

BA/BA degree. Work ethic needs to improve. 

 

Arun Tilak – CU indicated that Cameron was in partner with VoTech and ODOC to 

improve teacher training linking Businesses and teachers for a better understanding of 

business.   

 

Nina Ritchie – CASC has been nominated to the Aspen Institute. CASC has an 

exemplary record of retaining students and Aspen wants to explore their example as a 

best practice. 

 

Diane Murphey – OPSU has had specialized training from the HLC on Accreditation. 

She expressed concern about the DOEd policy on collaborative partners with businesses. 

 

Greg Gardner – OCCC announced the Massey Business Center II would be complete 

soon. Also they have a new director for their academic program in Speech Language 

Pathology. 

 

 

9. Adjournment  
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 

4:00 p.m. 


