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Major Group Educational 

Attainment

 Employment growth in the past quarter century has 

been dominated by those who have college degrees, 

rising at a compounded 2.8% rate.

 The absolute level of employment has fallen for those 

who have high school diplomas or lower educational 

attainment.



















Key Takeaways
 Employment of college degreed personnel has 

advanced by more than the total gain in employment 
since 1992, almost 20 percent more.

 Total real earnings of college degreed personnel about 
equals the total gain in real earnings economy wide since 
1992, 97.8% of the total gain.

 Unemployment rates and other measures of labor force 
utilization are considerably more favorable to the highly 
educated.

 Age-earnings profiles show considerable advance 
among the college educated in formative career-
establishing years, in sharp contrast to lower educational 
attainment categories.

 State support of higher education has withered, falling in 
real terms by about one-third.

 In consequence, Oklahoma is among a cadre of low 
performing states with low rates of college attainment in 
their adult populations.




