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OKLAHOMA STATE REGENTS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
655 Research Parkway, Oklahoma City 

 
 

Minutes of the Seven Hundred Ninety-Ninth Meeting 
of the 

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 
June 27, 2019 

 
 
1. ANNOUNCEMENT OF FILING OF MEETING NOTICE AND POSTING OF THE 

AGENDA IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETING ACT. The Oklahoma State 

Regents for Higher Education held their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 27, 2019, 

in the State Regents’ Conference Room at the State Regents’ offices in Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma. Notice of the meeting had been filed with the Secretary of State on September 18, 

2018. A copy of the agenda for the meeting had been posted in accordance with the Open 

Meeting Act. 

 

2. CALL TO ORDER. Chairman Jay Helm called the meeting to order and presided. Present for 

the meeting were State Regents Toney Stricklin, Ron White, Jay Helm, Jody Parker, Ann 

Holloway, Andy Lester, Mike Turpen, Jeff Hickman and Steven W. Taylor.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS. Regent Lester made a motion, seconded by 

Regent Parker, to approve the minutes of the State Regents’ regular meeting on May 31, 2019. 

Voting for the motion were Regents Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, 

Turpen, and Taylor.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 

4. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN.  Chairman Helm reflected on his year as chairman including 

the work at the State Capitol.  He expressed his pleasure with the success of the universities and 

colleges.  He thanked the staff for all they had done throughout the year. 
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5. REPORT OF THE CHANCELLOR.  Chancellor Glen D. Johnson stated that he appreciated 

the tuition presentations from the college and university presidents and expressed his appreciation 

to the Governor and the Legislature for the appropriations increase.  Chancellor Johnson provided 

Regents with a summary of engagements that he attended on behalf of the State Regents. 

 

6. RECOGNITION.  Chairman Helm announced that the State Regents would honor former 

Governor George Nigh for his accomplishments.  Chancellor Glen D. Johnson recognized 

Governor George and Donna Nigh and gave a brief summary of Governor Nigh’s service to the 

State of Oklahoma which spanned both Government and Higher Education.  Chancellor Johnson 

said that Governor Nigh had given commencement addresses in all 77 counties in Oklahoma 

starting in 1950, for a total of 70 consecutive years of commencement addresses.  This 

accomplishment is being recognized by a resolution from the State Regents and was read by 

Regent Jody Parker. 

Regent Taylor made a motion, seconded by Regent Parker, to approve the resolution honoring 

Governor George Nigh.  Voting for the motion were Regents White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, 

Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, and Stricklin.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 

7. STUDENTS.  Ms. Destiny Henry, a student at the University of Central Oklahoma (UCO), spoke 

about her higher education experience.  Ms. Henry explained that she is an Oklahoma’s Promise 

student, a senior who is majoring in Family Life Education and is a member of the President’s 

Leadership Program at UCO.  Her experience at UCO has been rewarding and she is very 

thankful for the opportunity to fulfill her dream of higher education. 

 

8. E&G BUDGET.   

 
a. FY20 Educational and General Allocations and Budgets for institutions, constituent 

agencies, the higher education center, special programs, and other programs.  Regent 
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Holloway made a motion, seconded by Regent Hickman, to approve the FY20 

Educational and General Allocations and Budgets for our institutions, constituent 

agencies, the higher education center, special programs, and other programs.  Voting for 

the motion were Regents Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, 

Stricklin and White.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 

b. Approval of allocations to Oklahoma State University Center for Health Sciences and the 

University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center from the revenue derived from the sale 

of cigarettes and tobacco products.  Regent Holloway made a motion to approve this 

allocation, seconded by Regent Lester.  Voting for the motion were Regents Parker, 

Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White and Helm.   Voting against 

the motion were none. 

 

c. Approval of a contract with the State of Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 

Substance Abuse Services to accept grant funds for the State Opioid Response – Higher 

Education Community Outreach initiative and approval of the allocation of funds to five 

institutions that have been selected as grant recipients.  Regent Holloway made a motion 

to approve the contract, seconded by Regent Parker.  Voting for the motion were Regents 

Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm and Parker.   Voting 

against the motion were none. 

 
9. TUITION.   

a. Approval of FY20 Academic Service Fees.  Regent Holloway made a motion to approve 

the FY20 Academic Service Fees, seconded by Regent Hickman.  Voting for the motion 

were Regents Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker and 

Holloway.   Voting against the motion were none. 
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b. Approval of FY20 Mandatory Fees and Tuition.  Regent Holloway explained that tuition 

and mandatory fees for in-state undergraduate students will increase an average of 2.5 

percent statewide for the 2019-20 academic year.  Regent Holloway made a motion to 

approve the FY20 Mandatory Fees and Tuition, seconded by Regent Mike Turpen.  

Voting for the motion were Regents Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm, 

Parker, Holloway and Lester.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 
10. EPSCoR.  

  
a. Approval of INBRE Grant Allocations.  Regent Holloway stated that this item is the 

approval of an allocation of $250,000 to participating colleges and universities for the 

National Institutes of Health INBRE grant.  Regent Holloway made a motion to approve 

the INBRE Grant Allocation, seconded by Regent Mike Turpen.  Voting for the motion 

were Regents Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester and 

Hickman.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 

b. Approval of NASA Matching Funds.   Regent Holloway requested a motion, seconded by 

Mike Turpen, to approve the EPSCoR matching funds in the amount of $163,000 to the 

University of Oklahoma for NASA EPSCoR projects.  Voting for the motion were 

Regents Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman and Turpen.   

Voting against the motion were none. 

 

c. Approval of Department of Energy Matching Funds.  Regent Holloway made a motion, 

seconded by Regent Mike Turpen, to approve EPSCoR matching funds in the amount of 

$48,000 to the University of Oklahoma for the second year of a three-year Department of 

Energy EPSCoR award.  Voting for the motion were Regents Stricklin, White, Helm, 

Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen and Taylor.   Voting against the motion were 
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none. 

 

d. Approval of Contract/Agreement for Facilities.  Regent Holloway made a motion, 

seconded by Regent Taylor, to approve the FY20 contract between the University of 

Oklahoma Board of Regents and the State Regents for lease of office space.  Voting for 

the motion were Regents White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, 

Taylor and Stricklin.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 

e. Acceptance of the 2019 Oklahoma EPSCoR Advisory Committee Annual Report.  

Regent Holloway made a motion, seconded by Regent Turpen to accept the 2019 

Oklahoma EPSCoR Advisory Committee’s Annual Report.  Voting for the motion were 

Regents Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin and White.   

Voting against the motion were none. 

 
11. CAPITAL.  Transmittal of Capital Improvement Projects to the State of Oklahoma Long-Range 

Capital Planning Commission.  Regent Holloway made a motion seconded by Regent Hickman to 

authorize the transmittal of institutional capital improvement plans for eight fiscal years, 2020-

2028 to the State of Oklahoma Long-Range Capital Planning Commission.  Voting for the motion 

were Regents Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White and Helm.   

Voting against the motion were none. 

 

12. CONTRACTS AND PURCHASES.  Approval of the FY2020 purchases for amounts that are in 

excess of $100,000.   Regent Holloway made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to approve 

the FY2020 purchases for amounts that are in excess of $100,000.  Voting for the motion were 

Regents Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm and Parker.   Voting 

against the motion were none. 
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13. INVESTMENTS.  Approval of investment managers.  Regent Parker made a motion, seconded 

by Regent Taylor, to approve new investment managers and allocation of funds for the 

Endowment Trust Fund.  The committee’s recommendation is for Related Real Estate Fund III – 

for $7 million and DRA Growth & Income Fund X for $7million.  This is a follow-on investment 

opportunity.  Voting for the motion were Regents Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, 

White, Helm, Parker and Holloway.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 

14. NEW PROGRAMS 

a. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to approve a request from 

the University of Oklahoma to offer the Master of Arts in Teaching English to Speakers 

of Other Languages.  Voting for the motion were Regents Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, 

Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway and Lester.   Voting against the motion were 

none. 

 

b. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Parker, to approve a request from 

Southwestern Oklahoma State University to offer the Associate in Science in Health 

Sciences, the Bachelor of Science in Sports Management and the Bachelor of Science in 

Pharmaceutical Sciences.  Voting for the motion were Regents Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, 

White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester and Hickman.   Voting against the motion were 

none. 

 

c. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to approve the request from 

Northeastern State University to offer the Graduate Certificate in Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math Education.  Voting for the motion were Regents Taylor, Stricklin, 

White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman and Turpen.   Voting against the 

motion were none. 
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d. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Parker, to approve a request from 

the University of Central Oklahoma to offer the Bachelor of Science in Data Science, the 

Bachelor of Arts in Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, the Bachelor of Applied 

Technology in Commercial Music, and the Bachelor of Applied Technology in Audio 

Engineering.  Voting for the motion were Regents Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, 

Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen and Taylor.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 
 

e. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Turpen, to approve a request from 

Tulsa Community College to offer the Certificate in Paralegal.  Voting for the motion 

were Regents White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor and 

Stricklin.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 
15. PROGRAM DELETIONS. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Turpen, to 

approve the following requests for program deletions:  

A request from Oklahoma State University to delete the Undergraduate in General Studies, and 

the Graduate Certificate in Bioenergy and Sustainable Technology.  A request from Northern 

Oklahoma College to delete the Associate in Arts in Enterprise Development and the Associate in 

Applied Science in Aviation: Professional Pilot.  A request from Rose State College to delete the 

Associate in Science in Pre-Professional Healthcare, the Associate in Science in Pre-Pharmacy, 

the Associate in Applied Science in EMT/Paramedic, and the Associate in Science in Homeland 

Security.  Voting for the motion were Regents Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, 

Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin and White.   Voting against the motion were none. 

  

16. INTENSIVE ENGLISH PROGRAM.    

 
a. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to approve the Center for 
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English Language as a Second Language program at the University of Oklahoma for four 

years.  Voting for the motion were Regents Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, 

Taylor, Stricklin, White and Helm.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 

b. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Turpen, to approve the Educational 

and Cultural Interaction in Moore, Oklahoma.  Voting for the motion were Regents 

Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm and Parker.   Voting 

against the motion were none. 

 
17. POLICY.  

a. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Holloway, to approve an extension 

of the moratorium on function and mission changes or expansions.  As the State System 

emerges from a systemic review by the Task Force on the Future of Higher Education in 

Oklahoma and in light of the ongoing discussions regarding voluntary governing board 

mergers/consolidations, and the potential impacts on degree offerings, it is recommended 

that the State Regents extend the moratorium and defer consideration of any requests for 

function change/expansion and mission expansion through June 30, 2020 to coincide with 

time allowed for fiscal reviews and long-term viability assessments on each institution.  

Voting for the motion were Regents Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, 

Helm, Parker and Holloway.   Voting against the motion were none. 

 

b. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Turpen, to approve a pilot project 

proposed by Oklahoma State University beginning in the fall of 2019 and ending in the 

spring of 2024 that allows a temporary policy exception to the International Student 

Admission and Non-native Speakers of English policy.  Voting for the motion were 

Regents Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway and Lester.   

Voting against the motion were none. 
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c. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to approve the revised 

Academic Program Approval policy.  Voting for the motion were Regents Turpen, 

Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester and Hickman.   Voting against 

the motion were none. 

 

d. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Holloway, to approve revisions to 

the Teacher Education policy.  Voting for the motion were Regents Taylor, Stricklin, 

White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman and Turpen.   Voting against the 

motion were none. 

 

e. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to approve revisions to the 

term of office for the Faculty Advisory Council (FAC) Chair in the FAC policy.  Voting 

for the motion were Regents Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, 

Turpen and Taylor.  Voting against the motion were none. 

 

18. STATE AUTHORIZATION.  Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to 

approve a private institution, Southwestern Assemblies of God University, to operate in 

Oklahoma.  Voting for the motion were Regents White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, 

Hickman, Turpen, Taylor and Stricklin.  Voting against the motion were none. 

 

19. OKLAHOMA TUITION EQUALIZATION GRANT.  Regent Hickman made a motion, 

seconded by Regent Lester, to approve the proposed allocation methodology for the distribution 

of funding for the Oklahoma Tuition Equalization Grant program in the 2019-2020 academic 

year.  Voting for the motion were Regents Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, 

Taylor, Stricklin and White.  Voting against the motion were none. 
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20. TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE TO NEEDY FAMILIES.   
 
a. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to approve the contract 

renewal with the Oklahoma Department of Human Services relating to the Temporary 

Assistance to Needy Families program.  Voting for the motion were Regents Parker, 

Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White and Helm.  Voting against 

the motion were none. 

 

b. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to approve of the allocation 

of funds to Oklahoma community colleges participating in the TANF program pursuant 

to the contract with the Oklahoma Department of Human Services.  Voting for the 

motion were Regents Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, 

Helm and Parker.  Voting against the motion were none. 

 

21. SCHOLARS FOR EXCELLENCE IN CHILD CARE. 

a. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Taylor, to approve the Scholars for 

Excellence in Child Care Scholarship contract with the Oklahoma Department of Human 

Services.  Voting for the motion were Regents Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, 

Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker and Holloway.  Voting against the motion were none. 

 

b. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Taylor, to approve the FY20 

Scholars for Excellence in Childcare Program allocations to community colleges pursuant 

to the contract with the Oklahoma Department of Human Services.  Voting for the 

motion were Regents Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, 

Holloway and Lester.  Voting against the motion were none. 

 

22. DEGREES CONFERRED.  Regent Stricklin made a motion, seconded by Regent Parker, to 

accept the Degrees Conferred in Oklahoma Higher Education Report.  Voting for the motion 

were Regents Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester and Hickman.  

Voting against the motion were none. 
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23. EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES REPORT.  Regent Stricklin made a motion, seconded by 

Regent Lester, to accept the Annual Employment Outcomes Report.  Voting for the motion were 

Regents Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman and Turpen.  Voting 

against the motion were none. 

 

24. TASK FORCE ON THE FUTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION.  Regent Stricklin made a 

motion, seconded by Regent Turpen, to extend the voluntary governing board merger/partnership 

deadline until June 20, 2020 in order to allow Huron Consulting time to conduct fiscal viability 

reviews of all 25 colleges and universities within the Oklahoma State System of Higher 

Education.  Voting for the motion were Regents Stricklin, White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, 

Lester, Hickman, Turpen and Taylor. Voting against the motion were none. 

 

25. COMMENDATIONS. Regent Turpen made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to recognize 

State Regents’ staff for their service and recognitions on state and national projects.  Voting for 

the motion were Regents White, Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor and 

Stricklin. Voting against the motion were none. 

 

26. EXECUTIVE SESSION. Mr. Robert Anthony, general counsel for the Oklahoma State Regents 

for Higher Education, advised Regents that an executive session was not needed. 

 

27. CONSENT DOCKET. Regent  Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to approve 

the following consent docket items: 

a. Programs.   
 
(1) Program Modifications. Approval of institutional requests.   

 
(2) Suspension.  Approval of institutional request.   

 
b. Reconciliation.  Approval of institutional requests.  
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c. Academic Nomenclature. Ratification of institutional requests.  
 
d. Electronic Delivery.  University of Central Oklahoma. Approval to offer the Master of 

Education in Library Media Education, the Master of Education in Adult Education, and 
the Bachelor of Arts in Applied Liberal Arts through online delivery.   
 

e. Cooperative Agreements. 
 
(1)  Oklahoma City Community College. Ratification of institutional requests 

regarding cooperative agreement programs.  
 
(2) Rose State College. Ratification of institutional requests regarding cooperative 

agreement programs.   
 
f. Brad Henry International Scholarship Program scholars.  Ratification of the Brad Henry 

International Scholarship Program scholarships.  
 

g. Operations.  Ratification of purchases in excess of $25,000 for FY2019. 
 

h. Resolutions.  Approval of resolutions honoring retiring staff.  
 

 

Voting for the motion were Regents Helm, Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, 

Stricklin and White. Voting against the motion were none. 

 

28. REPORTS. Regent Hickman made a motion, seconded by Regent Lester, to accept the following 

reports: 

a. Programs.  Current status report on program requests.  (Supplement) 
 

b. Annual Reports. 
 

(1) Current Income and Expenditure Report, FY2018.   
 
(2) Acknowledgement of receipt of the Financial and Long-Term Viability 

Assessment-Redlands Community College – May 2019.  (Supplement) 
 

(3) Teacher Education Annual Report on System Wide Review. (Supplement) 
 
(4) Report on Low Producing Programs.   
 
(5) Quarterly Academic Policy Exceptions Report.   

 
Voting for the motion were Regents Parker, Holloway, Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, 

Stricklin, White and Helm. Voting against the motion were none. 
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29. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES. 

a. Academic Affairs and Social Justice and Student Services Committees. The Academic 

Affairs and Social Justice and Student Services Committees had no additional items for 

Regents’ action. 

b. Budget and Audit Committee. The Budget and Audit Committee had no additional items 

for Regents’ action. 

c. Strategic Planning and Personnel and Technology Committee. The Strategic Planning 

and Personnel and Technology Committee had no additional items for Regents’ action. 

d. Investment Committee. The Investment Committee had no additional items for Regents’ 

action. 

 

30. OFFICERS.  Regent Stricklin made a motion, seconded by Mike Turpen, to approve the 

following slate of officers: Jody Parker, Chair; Ann Holloway, Vice Chair; Andy Lester, 

Secretary and Jeff Hickman, Assistant Secretary. Voting for the motion were Regents Holloway, 

Lester, Hickman, Turpen, Taylor, Stricklin, White, Helm and Parker. Voting against the motion 

were none. 

 

31. RECOGNITION. Regent Parker presented Chairman Jay Helm with an honorary gavel 

in honor of his year of service as State Regents’ Chairman. State Regents staff also 

honored Chairman Helm with a video presentation. 

 

32. NEW BUSINESS.  No new business was brought before the Board. 
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33. ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING. Regent Parker announced that the 

next regular meetings are scheduled to be held Wednesday, September 4, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. and 

Thursday, September 5, 2019 at 9 a.m. at the State Regents’ office in Oklahoma City. 

 

34. ADJOURNMENT. With no additional items to address, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

Jay Helm, Chairman      Ann Holloway, Secretary 
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