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Religious Degree-Granting Institution

	Name of Institution:
	



Institutions use this form to:
A. Determine whether they qualify for the exemption to requirements for institutional accreditation and state authorization to offer degree programs in Oklahoma that is provided by 70 O.S. §4104  (B) (1)(2); and
B. Request appropriate assistance from the OSRHE to offer or continue offering degree programs in Oklahoma under the applicable statute and policy.

Exemption for Religious Degree-Granting Institutions
To qualify for an exemption from the authorization and accreditation requirements found in 70 O.S. § 4104 (A) and 70 O.S.  § 4103 (B), an institution must meet the following criteria. Please check all that apply.
☐  	The institution offers in Oklahoma degrees which are used SOLELY for religious purposes within a religious organization, including religious education institutions (religious degree).
☐  	The institution’s primary purpose is to provide religious training or theological education.
☐ 	The institution is exempt from taxation pursuant to the provisions of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C., Section 501(c)(3).
☐  	The institution’s degree titles offered under this exemption include a religious modifier on the degree diploma, the student’s transcript, and wherever the degree title appears in official school documents and publications.
An institution that meets all four criteria qualifies for the exemption from authorization and accreditation through 70 O.S. §4104 (B) (1)(2) and need take no further action to offer or continue offering religious degrees in Oklahoma.
An exempt institution can choose to request to be listed as such on the OSRHE website. Choosing to be listed or not to be listed is completely voluntary and has no effect on the institution’s exempt status.  Additionally, to request listing on the OSRHE website does not constitute an application for authorization and OSRHE listing the institution on the OSRHE website does not constitute approval of authorization. 
Request Appropriate Assistance from the OSRHE
Please check the box that applies.
☐	The institution meets all four criteria to qualify as exempt under 70 O.S. 4104. 
An institution that checks this box has three options. Please check the box of the preferred option below:
☐  	The exempt institution wishes to offer its religious degrees in Oklahoma under the exemption with no further action. Institutions that choose this option please skip to the “Institutional Contact” section below.
☐  	The exempt institution wishes to be listed on the OSRHE website as an exempt religious degree-granting institution offering religious degrees in Oklahoma. Institutions that choose this option please provide the information requested in the “Request to be Listed” section below. 
☐ 	The exempt institution is accredited by an accrediting agency which is recognized by the Secretary of the United States Department of Education as a reliable authority as to the quality of education or training offered by institutions of higher education for the purposes of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended; and
Although the institution meets the criteria for the exemption provided in 70 O.S. §4104 (B) (1)(2), it wishes to operate in Oklahoma as a fully accredited and authorized institution under the requirements of the new OSRHE policy 3.1 Institutional Accreditation and State Authorization policy, and be listed on the OSRHE website as a fully accredited and authorized institution. 
Choosing this option will require the institution to apply and be approved for authorization under the new policy, including payment of all applicable fees and payments into Oklahoma’s student tuition recovery fund  (for information on new authorization requirements, see https://okhighered.org/state-system/state-authorization/). 
Choosing this option is non-binding and can be reversed at any time.
Institutions that check this box will be provided with the new Oklahoma State Authorization packet.
☐  	The institution does not meet at least one of the four required criteria to qualify as exempt under 70 O.S. 4104. 
Institutions that do not meet all four criteria to qualify as exempt may not offer degree programs or degree-related instruction in Oklahoma under the exemption. To continue offering degree programs in Oklahoma starting the Fall 2025 semester, these institutions must:
1. Be accredited by an accrediting agency which is recognized by the Secretary of the United States Department of Education as a reliable authority as to the quality of education or training offered by institutions of higher education for the purposes of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended; and
2. Apply and be approved for authorization under 70 O.S. §4103 (B) and 70 O.S. §4104 (A)) and the new OSRHE policy 3.1 Institutional Accreditation and State Authorization, including required payment of all applicable fees and payments into Oklahoma’s student tuition recovery fund.
[bookmark: _Hlk183593815][bookmark: _GoBack]Institutions that check this box will be provided with the new Oklahoma State Authorization application packet. For information on new authorization requirements, see https://okhighered.org/state-system/state-authorization/. For questions about whether your institution meets the criteria for a religious degree-granting institution, contact okstateauth@osrhe.edu.
Request to be Listed 
An institution that is exempt from authorization and accreditation through 70 O.S. §4104 (B) (1)(2) can choose to request to be listed on the OSRHE website as an exempt religious degree-granting institution offering religious degrees in Oklahoma. Choosing to be listed or not to be listed is completely voluntary and has no effect on the institution’s exempt status.
To request to be listed, please complete the below information.
☐  	Institution wishes to be listed on the OSRHE website as an exempt religious degree-granting institution offering exempt religious degrees in Oklahoma. Please provide the following information:
	Institution Name
	

	Institution Website
	

	Name of Institutional Accreditor (if none, enter “none”)
	



This is Not an Application for Authorization
[bookmark: _Hlk183676499]To request listing on the OSRHE website does not constitute an application for authorization to offer religious degrees in Oklahoma, and OSRHE acknowledgement of receipt of the request, or listing the institution on the OSRHE website, does not constitute approval or disapproval of authorization for the institution to offer religious degrees in Oklahoma. 
Oklahoma Tuition Equalization Grant
Institutions that are participants in the Oklahoma Tuition Equalization Grant (OTEG) are subject to the requirements in 70 O.S. §2632 and are listed on the OK College Start website. This form will not be accepted from OTEG participating institutions.
Non-Degree Granting Institutions
Institutions that offer only non-degree credentials, religious or otherwise, are subject to the requirements and standards of the Oklahoma Board of Private Vocational Schools, which has its own religious exemption process. This form will not be accepted from non-degree granting institutions.
Institutional Contact
Please provide the requested contact information and signature for the responsible institutional official who provides the information requested in this form.
	Name (typed or printed)
	

	Email Address
	

	Phone Number
	

	Date
	Click or tap to enter a date.




	Signature (please sign the line above)



Submit this Form to the OSRHE
Email the completed and signed form to ok.stateauth@osrhe.edu. The form may be submitted as a Word or PDF; however, a submitted PDF cannot be a scanned image; it must be saved as or exported to a PDF.
Questions: Ms. Elizabeth Walker, ok.stateauth@osrhe.edu.
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